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Anderson Crests



There is a variety of Anderson crests but the similarity is in the oak tree encircled by a
strap and buckles and bearing the motto "STAND SURE". This appropriately
describes the pride and spirit we feel as we celebrate.

Anderson Name
Anderson is an English and Scottish derivative of 'son of Andrew'.

Anderson Tartan

The Anderson Tartan is unique among all of the Scottish tartans. This is because it is
the only tartan to have seven colours. All other tartans have six or fewer. Because of
this, the Anderson tartan must be woven on a special loom. The colours are primarily
an aqua blue, rich blue, white, black, yellow, green and red in the plaid.
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Acknowledgement
The Anderson Reunion Committee would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who have
contributed towards this written history as well as those supporting the committee in any way up to and
on the weekend of the reunion, Anzac weekend, 2010.
Thank you for your attendance. We trust that you know more about your family as a result of coming
together as the Anderson clan.
A special thank you to Graham Silvy for making the long trip across from SA to connect us with the
pioneering Andersons who arrived in Australia in 1838.
This book is designed in two parts.
1. The first part supports the reunion bus trip with its historical records on properties, farming
and people. The three main properties are those owned by the Anderson‟s: Gara, Karingal and
Bearbong Station. Added to that are other properties owned by the neighbours, with a brief
history. The families that have stayed on to make it to 100 years are descendants of Stuart
Anderson of „Gara‟. The detail on the family in the first part of the book leads up to the
children of Peter John and Beatrice Anderson who arrived at Bearbong Station 100 years ago.
More information can be emailed to cjmudford@bigpond.com
2. In the second part of the book, Scott Anderson has worked on the entire family tree of Peter
John and Beatrice Anderson and where possible photos accompany those. Please correct, add
to and update this by keeping in touch on scott.anderson@sacada.com.au
This is just the beginning, Take what you know and share it with your descendants. Make your family
history come alive. Never waste an opportunity to instill in the next generation the important things in
life. This book may be redesigned and presented at the history for the district of „Bearbong‟ in the
future.

John and Cheryl Mudford

Scott and Bridget Anderson

The Committee members are
Chairman: Scott Anderson
Vice Chairman: Cheryl Mudford
Secretary: Bridget Anderson
Treasurer: Natalie Thurston
Local Event Organizer: Bev Anderson
Deputy Local Events Organizer: June Thorne
John Mudford
Jay Thurston
Lindal Walker
Cara Thurston

_____________________________________________________________________
A message from God
“Now the important thing is that your way of life should be as the Gospel of Christ requires… Stand
Firm… with one common purpose…it is your God who gives you the victory…so dear friends, take a
….Firm Stand, …keep your feet on the ground and head high, keep a tight grip on what you were
taught. (Phil 1:27-8 and 2 Thes 2:15)

Stand Sure Andersons.
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Anderson Reunion Weekend Programme
*Please note:- This itinerary is subject to time and weather conditions

Saturday 24th April, 2010
8.30am Gather at the Gilgandra Shire Hall for welcome and name tags, toilets.
9.00am Board buses and depart for guided tours (each bus will have a guide)
4.00pm Return to Gilgandra Shire Hall
6.00pm Anderson Reunion Dinner and Evening Programme

Locations of Interest
Presented in the order of the bus trip
1. Flora Reserve
Shelter, seating and toilets available
2. “Karingal” PJ Anderson then son Gordon Anderson (1910–1934)
3. “Gara” PJ Anderson then son Stuart Anderson then son Ronald (1910-present day)
Toilet at shearing shed
4. “Bearbong” Station Homestead - PJ Anderson (1910-1926/1930)
5. Dicks Cemetery
6. Bearbong Hall and Village site (Shop, tennis court, cricket grounds, saw-mill)
Shelter, seating, lunch and toilet available
7. Bearbong School (1908 -1951)
8. Properties of interest –neighbours along the bus route
9. „Lock Leven‟ Breelong – Owned by Roy Anderson (1917-1945)
10. „Pinedale‟ Breelong – co-owned by Gladys (nee Anderson) after she married Les
Mudford in 1937 until his death in 1964. Pass by „Deep Creek‟ and „Eringanerin‟.
11. Gilgandra Cemetery (Memorial wall for Peter John Anderson‟s proposed
plaque)
12. Trip around Gilgandra sites (main street, MPS hospital, schools, churches, flour
mill, Cactus World, Coo.ee Heritage and Visitor Information Centre and Shire Hall)

Sunday 25th April, 2010
6am or 11am. Anzac Service (optional) at the Town Clock in Noonan Memorial
Rose Garden in Warren Road. No charge
12 noon. Thanksgiving Celebration Service at the shell at the Visitors Centre on
Castlereagh Highway. Seating available. No charge.
12.30 pm. BBQ at the Rural Museum next to Coo.ee Heritage and Visitor Information
Centre. Numbers needed. Cost $10

4

The Andersons Stand

5

Sure at Bearbong – Celebrating 100 years – 1910-2010

The Andersons Stand

Sure at Bearbong – Celebrating 100 years – 1910-2010

1. Gilgandra Flora Reserve
The Gilgandra Native Flora Reserve is 8.5 ha of remnant native bush-land which
features many plant species, particularly local wildflowers which are best seen from
September to November. There are picnic and barbecue facilities. Many dedicated
workers have preserved this site. Amongst those are members of the Anderson
family:-Alfred (PJ Anderson‟s second cousin) and wife Nell Anderson and Ron and
wife Bev Anderson.
Pink Phebalium, one of Australia‟s rare wildflowers grows here, along with an
outstanding display of grass trees (Xanthorrhoea).

Xanthorrhoea grass trees.
Photos:- courtesy of Rosalie Drover nee Rodway

Bev and Ron Anderson
Photo:- courtesy Scott Anderson

Glossy Black Cockatoo
Photo: John Mudford
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2. „Karingal‟
Owners
i. Maguire family (Joseph, Alfred, Jessie Ann, George Charles, Edward, John)
ii. Peter John Anderson and his wife Beatrice Ellen (nee Mudge) - 1910
iii. Roy and Min Anderson-1916-1917
iv. Gordon and Win Anderson – 1917-1939
v. Allan Hassall and his wife Gwen- 1939-1946 (may have leased first)
vi. Ted Booth 1946-1961
vii. Hugh Treloar and his wife Pam – 1961-1973
viii. Dick Wales and his wife Margaret – Dec 1st 1973-Dec 1979
ix. Geof Johnston – 1978 with Tim Johnston as manager
In 1910, „Gara‟ and „Karingal‟ were originally one property and a part of Bearbong
Station that was purchased from Mr Maguire by Peter John and Beatrice Anderson.
Previous to that it was resumed land probably held by the Crown as it adjoined
Biddon Forest which was dedicated in 1917. Conditions often apply to lease
arrangement. Improvements included clearing timber and building homes even though
they were said to be shearer‟s houses. The title became settlement lease later.
„Karingal‟ comprised 1,131ha (2,827 acres) of mixed, cleared and timbered land. On
the Western side it joined Biddon Forest and on the Eastern side it joined Bearbong
Creek. On the Northern side the road from Bearbong to Biddon separated it from
„Gara‟ (Stuart Anderson‟s). To the South it adjoined Rouse‟s and Hosegood‟s
properties. Several cleared paddocks were used for wheat, while partly cleared
paddocks were used for grazing sheep. There were several large paddocks of timber
adjoining the forest of Iron Bark and Cyprus Pine trees.
The house was timber framed with weather board walls and an iron roof. It was built
at the same time as „Gara‟ and was intended to be used for a shearer‟s house. The
original shearing shed was also built at the same time.
Roy and Min lived in the house for close to two years after their marriage in 1916.
They called it “MinRoy” After a dispute with Peter John Anderson. Roy purchased
„Lock Levan‟ at Breelong in late 1917. It appears that by 1924, the two properties
were subdivided from „Bearbong Station‟ and listed under the names of Stuart
Anderson („Gara‟) and Gordon Anderson („Karingal‟). Gordon worked on the
property from 1917 to 1927 when he married Win. They lived there and raised their
family until 1939.
Some distance away from the house was the shearing shed with some other sheds
around it. There was a small gully between the house and the shearing shed but water
was obtained from a windmill. Gordon used horse teams for ploughing and
harvesting.
The house had no electricity but kerosene lamps and Aladdin lamp (in living area)
were used for lighting. Meat and butter were kept in a Coolgardie Safe (wet hessian
over a wire frame which had water seeping over it). The stove was wood fired and
ironing done by a cast iron (solid irons heated on the stove). Down the yard in the
orchard was a pit toilet.
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Gordon was a good bush mechanic and later a fitter and turner by trade. He was often
found helping neighbours to fix or overhaul their cars, tractors, clocks and radios,
probably to the detriment of his own work. Gordon built one of the first crystal
wireless sets in the early 1900‟s and received the first ABC news broadcast from
Melbourne in the early 1920‟s. He had the first radio in the district and was a keen
photographer. Many photos at the reunion will be from Gordon‟s album.
For many years Gordon drove a Model A Ford with canvas top and sides. They
travelled to Church at Biddon regularly in this car. They were devoted and loyal
members of the Biddon and later Methodist Church at Liverpool.
Eric and Jean spent their younger lives on “Karingal”. Eric rode his bike 3-4 miles to
the school and picked up the mail twice a week from the “Bearbong” homestead.
Hugh Treloar built a lot of the steel sheds and extensively renovated the house.
When Dick Wales and his family purchased the property in November 1973 from
Hugh Treloar, there was a flood. They had to stay in the Caravan Park the first night.
There were 14 children at that stage and the 15th was born soon after they arrived.
Their daughter Veronica married Allan Quayle from „Hillgrove‟ and they settled on
„Nioka‟. The Johnston family is the current owners.

The pitched roof is the original part of „Karingal‟ home. Hugh and Pam Treloar
made extensive renovations to this home.
Photo: John Mudford, 2010

Stuart and Marjory Anderson, 1923. Gordon and Win with Eric and Jean Anderson.
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3. „Gara‟
Owners
i. Maguire family (Joseph, Alfred, Jessie Ann, George Charles, Edward, John)
ii. Peter John Anderson and his wife Beatrice Ellen (nee Mudge) – 1910-1924
iii. Stuart Anderson and his wife Marjory (nee Martin) – 1924-1964
iv. Ron Anderson and his wife Bev (nee Whiteman) – 1964
v. Bev Anderson – 2007 (co-manager Jay Thurston)
Overview
Originally this property was part of Bearbong Station and was owned firstly by Peter
and Beatrice Anderson, then his son Stuart Anderson after subdivision in 1923. Stuart
married Marjorie in 1924 and the following year Peter John Anderson died. Stuart and
Marjorie owned the farm till Ron and Bev purchased it and it is still in the family
today.
Peter John and Beatrice Ellen Anderson
Peter and Beatrice purchased Bearbong in 1910, „Gara‟ was part of the larger
“Bearbong Station”. Please see the section on “Bearbong Station” for further details.
Stuart Anderson.
Stuart, the fifth child, was almost 12 years old when his family moved to Bearbong
from Ellam in Victoria and he remained in the district for the rest of his life. During
his life, sport was one of his keen interests especially tennis and cricket.
The property name came from Marjory‟s grandfather‟s property in the Guyra
(Armidale) district also called “Gara”.
The‟Gara‟ homestead and the shearing shed were built the same year as the „Karingal‟
home. It was intended for Les Anderson but there was a change of plans when Les
moved away and Stuart purchased the subdivided portion of the property in 1923.
Stuart married Marjory (nee Martin) in 1924.
Stuart and Marjory remained at “Gara” where they raised their children, Betty, Ina
and Ronald. “Gara” was purchased by Ron in the early 1960‟s.
Stuart and Marjory retired to Gilgandra in the early 1970‟s but Stuart continued to
travel out to “Gara” to help Ron on the property for as long as he was able. He died in
1984.

Aerial view of „Gara‟ homestead in Stuart and Marjory Andersons time.
Photo Credit Jay Thurston
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Ron and Bev Anderson
In 1957 Ron and Bev built a new home north of the original homestead on „Gara‟.
They moved in after their marriage in the same year and they raised their children
Natalie, Susanne, Scott and Elizabeth.
Bev taught music both in Gilgandra and from her home for many years.
Grandson, Jay (Natalie‟s son) manages the property along with Bev Anderson now.
Ron Quealy has worked and share-farmed on „Gara‟ for many years.
„Gara‟ has 2,700 acres of mixed farming land. It runs from the Wallumburrawang
Creek on the Eastern side where lucerne is grown on creek flats with no need for
irrigation. On the Southern side it is bordered by the Biddon/Bearbong road. The
Western side adjoins Howard‟s property and the Northern side originally adjoined
Rouse‟s country. The two creeks Wallumburrawang and Uargon join on the property
and flow into the Bearbong Creek (Wallumburrawang)
Looking to the North from „Gara‟ woolshed are the Dilly Hills (Dill Dilly, Dill Dolly
and Dill Killy).

Ron and Bev Andersons home
Photo: John Mudford

The large acasia tree in front of Bearbong homestead, looking from the tennis courts
with the road side being on the left. A pepper tree is on the right hand side.
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4. Bearbong Station and Homestead
Owners and leases
i. Maguire family (Joseph, Alfred, Jessie Ann, George Charles, Edward, John)
ii. George Rouse (2 x 40ac blocks listed on old maps of 1901)
iii. Peter John Anderson and his wife Beatrice Ellen (nee Mudge) -1910-1926
iv. Anderson Brothers Roy, Gordon and Les and Beatrice - 1926-1934
v. Robert Charles Miller – 1934-1951
vi. Robert Murphy and his wife Mary Ellen– 1951-1961 (Mary had the 1st mortgage
of 30,000 pounds)
vii. Edward James (Ted) Booth – 1961-1962
viii. John Roberts (Director of JF&G Finances held 2nd mortgage) – 1962 -1976
He leased the land to Barwon Staggs and John Oehm who were losing bidders at 25
pounds ac.)-1972-1976
ix. Frank Howard Hassall (1977 – 1982ish (owned it for 5-6 years)
x. Keith and Penny Hassall – 1982ish – 2004 (Penny died 2004)
xi. Keith Hassall- 2004
Early History 1836-1910
Bearbong Station was originally Bearbong run and is in the squatterage district of
Bligh. In 1879 Bligh district contained 7,750,000 acres inside its boundary. Inside the
boundary of Bligh was the run of Bearbong with over 16,000 acres.

In 1836 Mr Robert Bennet (one t) held the lease along with other leases in the area
(Curban, Tacklebang and Pullingarwarina). Each lease was 16,000 acres. At this time
its estimated carrying capacity was 2,455 sheep in 1836 and 3,000 in 1856. The
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boundary was roughly described in 1836 as “Banded in the north by James Walkers
Station, Wallambrawang (early spelling), on the south by James Merritt‟s station,
Erringerong (unusual spelling for Eringanerin), on the east by James Walker‟s
station Wantabadgery, on the West by Andrew Browns station Toora…(hard to
read)”. In 1856 it was described as “Commencing at a tree to be marked X, on the
right bank of the Wallambrawang Creek and bounded on the north by a line running
in a westerly direction 5 miles, parallel with the north boundary of James Walkers
run of Dilly Dilly, thence on the west by a line running in a southerly direction 6
miles, thence on the south by a line running in an easterly direction 5 miles to a tree
to be marked X on the right bank of the Wallambrawang, half a mile below a hut and
sheep station once occupied by Mr Robert Bennet, on the opposite bank; and thence
on the opposite bank, and thence on the east by the Wallambrawang Creek upwards 6
miles in a straight line to a tree marked X to a point of commencement.”
It was believed that „Bearbong‟ was surveyed by a Chinaman, he had the happy knack
of cutting off the bad country and keeping the good „box timber‟ country. He was
heard predicting that eventually China would own Australia.
In 1866 George Rouse occupied the run of New Bearbung Station. It was still 16,000
acres but had a grazing capacity of 4,000 sheep. The yearly rental varied from 24 to
32 pounds a year.
Mr Edward (Ted) Maguire and Jessie Ann (nee Cummins) purchased Bearbong in
18??. Two Maguire brothers owned a lot of country including „Bearbong‟,
Wallumburrawang‟ and land at Coonabarabran at the same time. Bearbong Run was
surrounded by Bundybundally Run, Wallumburrawang Run and New Bearbong Run.
The Maguire family leased the land at first and then new selection rules came in with
conditions attached. They could lose their lease if certain improvements were not
carried out, including clearing the land and building structures. The Maguire family
took opportunities from loopholes in the rules by putting their house on the boundary
of 2 portions and put one portion in the wife, Jessie Ann‟s name, and one portion in
the husband‟s name.

Joe Maguire as part of a shearing team at Bearbong in 1892. Back row:- Sam
Andrews, Dave Luckie, Alex Strang, Harry Andrews, Joe Maguire.
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The Graves on the Creek behind the homestead.
1. Johnny Café, died 1868, 66 years after 14 days of diarrhea. His son, also John, was
married to Eliza Maguire, daughter of Edward and Jessie Maguire.
2. William Duce, died 1873, child a stockman belonging to Maguires or Rouses
3. Joseph Cummings, died 1874 of old age. He was a gardener and was the father of
Jessie Maguire who married Edward Maguire. Edwards‟s parents migrated from
England in 1844 with their four children (Jane, Mary Ann, John and Eliza). At that
time Edward and Jessie were the superintendents of „Kirbin‟ station.
4. John Thomas Neilson, died 1877, 43 years old, son of George Rouse‟s stockman.
5. Baby Maguire daughter, died 6 days old, daughter of Joseph Maguire and Fanny
(nee Bride).
6. Alfred Thomas Maguire, died 1897, 9 years old, son of Joseph Maguire and
Fanny (nee Bride).
7. Bartholomew Bride, died 1897, aged 65 years, son of Bartholomew and Ellen (nee
Toomey). This was Fanny Maguire‟s father.
8. Clarence S. Maguire, died 1899, 2 years old, son of Joseph Maguire and Fanny
(nee Bride).
Early Maps
The Maguire family owned land from Coonabarabran through to Bearbong. These
maps help pin point the land that Maguire‟s owned around Bearbong. It is then
possible to calculate the land that Peter John Anderson took over from him. The first
problem begins when you add up those ac‟s. Peter John Anderson he had 16,308 ac
but what he listed only came to16,026ac.
Peter John Anderson said in his letter (italics) that he had:1. 600ac Conditional Purchase
(This equates to portion 4 „Longview‟ – parish Bearbong)
2. 1894ac Conditional Lease
(This equates to portion 5 „Longview‟ – parish Bearbong)
3. 5292ac Settlement Lease
(This equates to portion 4 „Gara‟ and portion 7 „Karingal‟ –parish of Dilly (later
Bearbung- {spelling on map})
4. 8200ac Improvement Lease
(This equates to „Bearbong‟, „GlennYarra‟, „Nioka‟, part of „Wyanna‟, „Koorawong‟,
part of „Woolgrove‟, part of „Sharopher Hills‟, part of „Allambie‟- parish of
Bearbung‟{spelling on map}
The following maps show the land Maguires owned and it included all of the above
plus „Breeza‟ (which was originally part of „Wallumburrawang‟). Leased land could
be easily lost if certain conditions were not adhered to. Over the years, both Maguires
and Andersons have lost portions that were leased. This makes calculations difficult.
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The bottom portion inside the black line is „Breeza‟ leased by Joseph Maguire, 1898
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This map shows the land the Maguire family owned about 1901. The Maguire family
included Alfred, Jessie Ann (wife), John and George Charles. Maguire could hold
more leased land by putting land in as many names as possible. The properties
covered on this map equate to „Bearbong‟, „GlenYarra‟, „Longview‟, „Nioka‟, part of
„Wyanna‟, „Koorawong‟, part of „Woolgrove‟, part of „Sharopher Hills‟, part of
„Allambie‟. Gara‟ and „Karingal‟ are over the creek boundary on the left of the map.
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This is the same 1911 map as above but has an approximate position of today‟s
properties superimposed over the top.
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This 1924 map show a later era when Peter John Anderson‟s son Stuart is owner of
„Gara‟. As Maguire‟s name is on the „Breeza‟ section still it would seem that
Anderson did not get this portion of Maguire‟s land.
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This map shows the properties of „Bearbong‟, „Glenn Yarra‟, „Wyanna‟,
„Koorawong‟, „Nioka‟, „Woolgrove‟, „Allambie‟, „Peters Park‟, „Greenwoodvale‟,
„Longview‟, „Yarrandale‟, and Rockfern‟. It is dated 1927, one year after Peter John
died and yet his name does not appear on this map as it was a lease. Miller was the
following owner and his name appears. It is interesting to note on this map that the
trig station at „Coolan‟ in the bottom right corner is called Bearbung Trig Station.
This supports the idea that part of „Coolan‟ was in Maguire‟s Bearbong Station area.
A proposed railway line crosses near the centre on the left. There is a map later in this
book in the section on the village and hall. It shows two more proposed railway line
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routes. One goes through „Gara‟ and the other goes through above Dill Dolly. That
map is dated 1901 map but was not cancelled until 1919.
Anderson Era 1910 to 1934
Peter John Anderson purchased Bearbong (1,600 ft above sea level) from Mr Maguire
in 1910. The un-subdivided section was sold over 20 years later to Mr C.J. Miller.
When purchased it was 16,308 acres in a number of different titles and it cost 9,000
pounds “walk in walk out” type sale. See letters on following pages for more details.
The Move to Bearbong by Andersons
The Andersons had been living near Beatrice‟s family, the Mudges, near Dimboola in
Victoria. They were hard workers. After share-faming and working for the family,
they purchased their own property at Ellam, near Dimboola in Victoria. The children
kept coming and soon they outgrew their 750 acres of mallee-scrub land. They sold
their property to Frank MacIntosh in 1910 and moved from Ellam to Bearbong in
NSW. Peter John and the family arrived first by train from Melbourne, then Peter
John joined with Mr. Maguire travelling the rest of the way in a sulky. The family
came in a hired coach from Gilgandra a little later. The eldest son, Les, rode his motor
bike 692 miles from Peppers Plain at a cost of 25 shillings. He was 21 years old at the
time.
The Farm and its boundaries
There was only 500 acres cleared land, 9,000 acres of dead timber and the balance not
ring barked. Only 250 acres were sown to wheat. The stock counted at the time of
take over was 5,040 sheep, 96 cattle and 23 horses but some extras may have been
mixed with the neighbours. More information on the farm is available in the letters by
Peter and Beatrice printed below on pages 34-39.
Boundaries are listed in the section on maps. There is a boundary strainer post on
„Rockfern‟. Another boundary post is at „Coolan‟, off Beames Road, due east past the
house and up the rise, then veer left, 6-800 yards, off the road in the paddock on the
right.
Proposed Railway Line
The district has a lot of timber cut from surrounding forests cut for sleepers for the
railway line that was proposed to pass through the property. There were posts painted
white to mark the line. They went through „Longview‟, „Yarrandale‟, Rockfern‟,
Bearbong‟. It never eventuated.
The Wallumburrawang Creek
The Wallumburrawang Creek bounds the Bearbong Station. It has its origins in the
Warrumbungle Mountains near Coonabarabran. When rain falls in the
Warrumbungles near Coonabarabran it takes 3 days to meander its way down to
Bearbong. When the creek was swollen it cut families off from town, school and
neighbours.
Lucerne and Hay
The flood plains of the Wallumburrawang Creek provided a very rich creek flat that
grew excellent stands of lucerne. This lucerne was regularly cut for hay providing a
good store of fodder for times of drought and cold weather. Haystacks were large and
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often the roof was thatched to allow water to run off and not soak in and ruin the hay
underneath.

Roy Anderson ploughing the paddock ready to sow the wheat crop at Bearbong in
1915. This is a mould board plough powered by a ten horse team (count the legs??).

Gordon sowing the wheat at Bearbong in 1917 using a combine pulled by three
horses (count the legs and ears)

Sewing up the bags of wheat at Bearbong, ready to cart to the silo. Roy is on the
header and a farm hand is in the foreground near the bags.
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Cleaning wheat at Bearbong shed in 1917. Note the Goders steam engine that powers
the grading section of the header.

T Model ford trucks taking the bagged wheat to the silo at Gilgandra in 1917.

Peter grew very good lucerne on the creek flats. Stuart Anderson mowing the lucerne
with a ground drive mower in 1915. The spikes on the wheels and the speed of the
horses walking governed the speed of the sickle bar type blades that cut the Lucerne
stems.
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This wagon and bullock team carted in the loose lucerne hay that had been dried on
the ground. It was then forked into a baler powered by a steam engine to be baled at
Bearbong.

Making bales of lucerne hay at Bearbong in 1915/16. The loose lucerne hay is forked
into the baler driven by a Goders steam engine and the bales of hay are stacked in the
foreground

A load of hay at Bearbong in 1915/16 after the process in the above photo
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Sheep in the yards at Bearbong

Anderson wool and their own bullock team
Transport and Power
The Andersons owned a bullock team as well as horse teams. Later they had a T
Model Ford then a 1926 Buick. Horses and bullocks were used up until mid 1930‟s.
Tractors were still rare then and according to Max, even the Howards still used horses
till Les left in 1934. There was a steam engine that powered the 5-8 stand shearing
shed.
Max Anderson (born 1920) recalled that in 1931-34 when Les came back to the farm
to run it after Peter‟s death, that Les would carry 25 bags of wheat into the Gilgandra
silo on the back of his A Model Ford. He made three trips each day and two on
Saturday. If a wagon was used it would carry 125 bags per trip but could only go to
Gilgandra and back once in two days.
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The Andersons load of wool but not their horse team in 1912.

Bearbong hayshed on the left and the woolshed on the right with a wagon load of
Bearbong wool in front. Peter John Anderson is on the right. Max recalls that he
jumped off a bale in the woolshed and landed on a bale hook and did not enjoy the
connection…ouch!!
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The Anderson Family
Scottish Ancestors leading up to Peter John Anderson.
Please note: This is just an overview of the descendants of Peter John Anderson.
The full family history is in the section of this book by Scott Anderson and many
photos and information can be obtained from Eric Anderson‟s books. Graham Silvy
has detailed history on the earlier Anderson of S.A.
Generation 1:-James Anderson (about 1700-?) m Margaret Traile in Scotland.
(children: George, James, Patrick (alias Peter), Helen, William, Isobel and Thomas)
Generation 2:-Patrick (alias Peter) Anderson (1729-?) m Elison Lugton (children:Alex, Mary, John, Thomas, Andrew, Peter, James, Katherine, Robert and Elison).
Generation 3:-James Anderson (1765-1847) m (1803) Grizel Aitchison (17701837) (children:- Susan, Barbara, Peter and Alexander)
Note:- Beginning of the two clans Archerfield and Mossgeil Andersons
Generation 4:-**Peter Anderson (1808-1880) m (1835) Marion Johnston (children:Margaret, James, Alexander, Grizel, Susanna, Peter, Ralph, Barbara, Elizabeth and
Henry) The first three were born in Scotland.
Generation 5:-Alexander Anderson (b 1838-1922) m(1863) Sarah Short (18431923)(children:-Peter John, Marion, James, Sarah, George, Albert, Margaret, Frank.
Clement, Annie, Ethel and Hilda).
Generation 6:- Peter John Anderson m Beatrice Ellen Mudge (Children:- Leslie,
Gordon, Edgar, Stuart, Edna, Muriel, Maurice, Ethel, Gladys and Keith)
Map of S.A. Anderson Districts
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The Archerfield Andersons in Australia
**Peter and Marion are the grandparents of Peter John Anderson of Bearbong.
The first Anderson in this family to arrive from North Berwick in Scotland to make
their home in Morphett Vale, South Australia was Peter (1808-1880) and Marion
(1802-1900) Anderson and their first 3 children. They brought Peter‟s father, James,
then 75 yrs old and two of Peters sister, Susan and Barbara, with them arriving on the
ship „Delhi” in 1839. The settlement was only 3 years old at this time. Peter‟s brother
named Alexander Anderson and his wife Barbara came out on the ship “Surrey‟ the
year before in 1838 and they reported back to England the prospects of a life in South
Australia. Alexander (1810-1884) and Barbara were married a few years earlier in
1836. Peter‟s sister, Barbara, died in 1840.
From the two brothers (Peter and Alexander) came the two Australian clans known as
the Archerfield Andersons (Peter and Marion‟s family) and
the Mossgeil Andersons (Alexander and Barbara‟s family).
Burnside
The brothers, Peter and Alexander settled at Burnside, a name given by the Andersons
who were the first two permanent settlers in the district. They used the 3,000 pounds
they brought with them. From this property the city was also named Burnside.
However they suffered in the economic collapse of 1840/2 and made mistakes in
reckoning the reversal of the growing season from Scotland to Australia. James died
here in 1847 just before the family moved in 1848. They had stayed there for 8 years
raising pigs, poultry, cattle, barley, wheat and selling wood and vegetables.
Morphett Vale
The two brothers Peter and Alexander left Burnside to begin again at Morphett Vale,
S.A. in 1848. Peter paid 80 pounds for his block and called it „Archerfield‟ after an
Archerfield House in Dirleton, Scotland. More land was purchased over the years.
They came into fortunate years as the gold fields opened up in the area and they found
themselves in the major bread basket of the area. Peter Snr became active in the
farming techniques, Presbyterian Church, Governments politics and real estate of the
area; he died here in 1880 when he was 72 years old, after a stroke. Marion lived
another 20 years and died in 1900, when she was 98 years.
Peter John Anderson
Peter John Anderson was born in his grandparents home “Archerfield” at Morphett
Vale in S.A in 1864. This home belonged to Peter and Marion Anderson, the
patriarchs of the Archerfield Anderson family. Peter John was the first child born to
their son Alexander Anderson (1838-1922) and Sarah (nee Short).
Oaklands, Yorkes Peninsular
In 1856, Alexander and Sarah purchased and named “Dirleton” at Oaklands on
Yorkes‟ Peninsular. Alexander‟s father, Peter helped with the finances. „Dirleton‟ was
a village in Scotland near where Andersons came from at Whitekirk. Alexander and
Sarah had 12 children. Alexander was the first farmer to grow wheat on Yorkes‟
Peninsular where it had been said that wheat would not grow. Alexander also
purchased and named the property „Fairfield‟. Alexander was involved in the Church,
Council and Liberal Union. He died at 83 years, in 1922 and Sarah died the following
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year when she was 80 years old. Alexander and Sarah travelled over to visit
„Bearbong Station‟ to check out Peter and Beatrice‟s new farm.
Peter John Anderson was the eldest, born in 1864 and just 8 years old when they
moved to Oaklands. Their new home consisted of 2 galvanized iron rooms with a
fireplace and chimney at one end. Peter met and married Beatrice Ellen Mudge in
1888 in her parents‟ house at Oaklands. Peter worked on a property nearby. Their first
child, Leslie, was born at Oaklands in 1889.
Dimboola (Locheil)
About 1891, Beatrice‟s parents moved to “Lochiel‟ near Dimboola in Victoria. The
property was 600 acres of mallee-scrub on the Nhill Road. Peter and Beatrice moved
to be with them and their second and third children, Roy (1892) and Gordon (1894)
were born on this property.
Japarit (Ellam)
The following year (1895), Peter and Beatrice moved onto their own property at
Ellam near Jeparit. They had 750acres at a cost of 150 pounds. The fourth child,
Edgar was born at Ellam in 1896 and then seven more children came along. Stuart
was born in 1898, Edna in 1900 (died), then twins Muriel and Maurice (died) in 1902,
Ethel in 1905, Gladys in 1907 and Keith in 1909.
Bearbong Station
With so many mouths to feed, Peter was looking for a property that would support his
growing family. They sold their farm for 4,500 pounds and they rented for a while at
Ellam while arrangements were made to purchase „Bearbong‟ at Gilgandra. This was
finalized in 1910 and the family began their move on Februrary 23rd, 1910 by train via
Melbourne. Beatrice set about cleaning up the dirtiest house she had ever had to clean.
She had the help of a good young girl as house helper.
There were many families that were acquaintances of Peter and Beatrice that were
making the same move to Gilgandra district around the same time. About 70 people in
total arrived the same week as the Andersons. Those families arriving about the same
time were Molketin, Altmann, Stockings and McKenzie families.
Peter John Anderson
Max Anderson referred to Peter and Beatrice as a couple with very strong
domineering natures (Victorian Martinets). This is interpreted as an attitude of “Do as
I say and when I‟m gone, you will inherit the earth”.
One of the neighbours tells the story of how Peter John did not heed the old saying “If
you look after the pennies the pounds will take care of themselves”. During the 1920
drought Peter John had an offer of one pound/bullock but he refused to sell as he
wanted more. He ended up losing the lot in the drought.
He grew beautiful veggies and had a bountiful orchard. He used to sell produce to
passers-by.
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The Mudge Family

Generation 1:- John Mudge (?-1781) m Margaret (?-1781). Children:- John
Generation 2:-John Mudge (1742-1824) m Elizabeth Henley. Children:- John.
Generation 3:- John Mudge (1764-1837) m (1793) Sarah Searle (1774-1845),
Children:- Sarah, Elizabeth, Thomas, Agnes, John, Nicholas, Mary, William.
Generation 4:- William Mudge (1816-1902) m (1837) Susanna Lear (?-1859),
Children:- Sarah, Mary, William, Susanna, Agnes, Emma, Henry. Second marriage
(1873) Sarah Looney(?-1905) .:- Thomas, John, James.
Generation 5:- William Mudge (1841-1916) m (1865) Maria Laurie Goss (18441923). Children:-Emma, Beatrice, Edgar, Hubert, John, Mary Leah, Ethel, Clarice,
Arnold, Melville.
Generation 6:- Beatrice Mudge (1868-1952) m (1888) Peter John Anderson (18641925). Children:- Leslie, Roy, Gordon, Edgar, Stuart, Edna, Maurice, Muriel, Ethel,
Gladys, Keith.
Beatrice Ellen Mudge
Beatrice was born in 1868, married Peter John Anderson in 1888 and died in 1952.
She was the second eldest of 10 children. Beatrice‟s family came from Devonshire in
England. Her grandfather was the first to immigrate to Australia. Beatrice‟s
grandfather, William Mudge was born in 1816 at Devon in England. William had two
marriages, the first to Susanna Lear of Devon in 1837. There were 7 children to this
marriage when they all came out to Australia in 1850 and settled on the land at
Noarlunga in 1853. William was a farmer, storekeeper, overseer and traveller.
Susanna died in 1859. William married again to Sarah Looney in 1873. Another 3
children were born to the new marriage. William died in 1902 and Sarah died in 1905.
Beatrice‟s parents were William and Maria Mudge. William, the third child, was born
in Torquay, Devonshire, England in 1841 but came to Australia with his parents in
1853. He helped run his father‟s family store before going gold mining, then working
at the Snowy River when he was 17 yrs old. He returned to Willunga, S.A. and
married Maria Laurie Goss (1844-1923) in 1865. After his marriage he settled down
to run a Butchering Business at McLaren Vale. Then he moved to Oaklands on
Yorkes‟ Peninsular where he ran a General Store, Post Office and Registry Office as
well as acting as a wheat buyer. They say that Maria was a very patient woman, often
waiting for hours till her husband came home from the hotel. One of the boys was
playing up at school so William went across to the school with his whip and chased
him home. In 1890, William moved to Dimboola and purchased a wheat farm called
„Lochiel‟. He also acted as an agent for wheat buyers, John Darling and Son. In 1904,
they retired to Dimboola and lived at „Hamley House‟ whilst still continuing his
agency and wheat buying and commission enterprises. He was a consistent supporter
of the Church of England. They had 10 children, Beatrice being the second eldest
child. William died in 1916 at Dimboola while Maria died in 1923.
Beatrice‟s sister, Mary Leah (1840-1928) is our connection to the Hodges (John
Albert Hodge) and the Cox family of Gilgandra.
Beatrice was the second child (1868-1952) and she married Peter John Anderson in
1888 in S.A.
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The Family of Peter and Beatrice Anderson
Children of Peter John Anderson (born 25.7.1864) and Beatrice Ellen (nee Mudge)
born 1868.
1. Leslie Mervyn and Emily (nee Martin) Anderson (Max, June, Ian and Barry)
2. Roy and Minnie (nee Vandstone) Anderson (Joyce, Kelvin, Gwen, Roly and Bern)
3. Gordon William and Win Anderson (nee Madelin) (Eric and Jean)
4. Edgar (Albert Edgar) and Elsie (nee Amos) Anderson (Alan, Ruth and Norman)
5. Stuart John and Marjory (nee Martin) Anderson (Betty, Ina, Ron)
6. Edna Beatrice Anderson (died as a baby)
7. Maurice Anderson (died as a baby)
8. Muriel (nee Anderson) and Jack Crawford (no children)
9. Ethel Irene Anderson (not married)
10. Gladys Laurie (nee Anderson) and Les Mudford (Beth, June, Rhonda and John)
11. Keith Alexander and Myrtle (nee Thompson) Anderson (Beverly)

Overview of the surviving children of Peter and Beatrice Anderson
Leslie Anderson (1889-1964)
Les was born when the family lived at Oaklands on the York Peninsula in S.A. in
1889. He travelled to Dimboola with his parents in a German Chuck wagon with five
horses where they and his grandparents on the Mudge side purchased a farm,
„Locheil‟, 600 acres of Mallee Scrub. On the wagon were stores and a winnower with
an early model wheat stripping machine in tow. He attended school with RG
McKenzie, the man who pioneered the movement of farmers to Gilgandra. Les helped
his father and others in the farming ventures of the area.
Les had an agency selling Buick cars in Gilgandra and district. He also had a Buick
agency in Pambula. At one time, Les‟ agency sold more cars in NSW than any other
agency. Gordon and Les also owned a Douglas Motor Bike with a side car. Les was a
fitter and motor mechanic.
Les married a local seventeen year old girl, Emily Martin (1898-1981) in 1915 at
Corrimal. Their first home was a tent at Bearbong, the only way they could get some
privacy. Emily‟s mother Eliza was from York in England and married Mr. Henry May
of Gilgandra‟s district. She was a housekeeper in the district. Emily was a musician
and often played in the theatres for film music.
By 1920 Les and Emily moved to Pambula, NSW to manage a hire car and motor
dealership garage but after Peter‟s death, they came back. This was during the
depression (1930-34), Les worked for the next door neighbours (Howards). In 1934
after a brief few months in Fairfield seeking business opportunities, Les moved his
family to Leeton in 1934 where Les worked as an agent for Howard Rotary Hoes for
six years in the MIA area. He was a designer of one of the Howard Rotary Hoes but
the war years upset its production potential. In 1939/1940 Les moved to Adelaide,
S.A. to run an agency that later became Mitsubishi. Les then moved to Woolpunda
S.A. before retiring in Adelaide in 1954. He died in 1964 and Emily died in 1981. Les
and Emily had four children:- Max, June, Ian and Barry.
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Roy Anderson
Roy was born at „Locheil‟ near Dimboola, Victoria in 1892 on his grandparent‟s
property. He was 17 years old when they moved to Gilgandra. He worked on the farm
for six years before he married Clarice „Minnie‟ Vandstone in 1916.
Minnie, when she was 20 years old came to stay as house helper with her
grandparents at Burrendah in 1914. Minnie‟s grandmother was also an Anderson from
Yorkes‟ Peninsular, S.A. She met Roy at a social function in the area but had to return
home and the couple corresponded by mail until their marriage in 1916.
Peter John Anderson subdivided off two properties; one for Stuart now called „Gara‟
and one for Roy now called „Karingal‟. Two new houses were built for farm workers
and they lived in one. They called this property „MinRoy‟ but it is now called
„Karingal‟. His story can be found under “Karingal‟ and „Lock Leven‟.
Roy and Min have five children: Joyce, Kelvin, Gwenoth, Roland and Bernard. Roy
died in 1978 and Min died in 1976.
Gordon Anderson
Gordon was born at „Locheil‟ near Dimboola, Victoria in 1894 on his grandparent‟s
property. He moved to „Bearbong Station‟ when he was 15 years old.
Gordon was an accomplished horseman and swam his horse across the flooded
Wallumburrawang creek to get supplies in 1920 when the family was cut off for two
weeks.
Gordon and Les also owned a Douglas Motor Bike with a side car as well as a
Standard 6 car that he fixed up. He was often called on to fix things like cars, tractor,
radios, cameras etc in the district. Gordon had the first radio set in the district. He
farmed with an 8 horse team
After Roy moved to „Loch Leven‟, Gordon moved into his subdivision and called it
„Karingal‟. Gordon married Winifred Madelin whose parents and grandparents lived
in Dubbo. Win‟s father was a First Class Constable Alfred Madelin. Win had been a
milliner for Mumford Bros of Dubbo. More information is listed under „Karingal
„property.
Gordon and Win had two children:- Eric and Jean, both born in Dubbo. Win was ill
after Jean‟s birth so Eric started school while living with the Madelins in Dubbo. Eric
then went to Bearbong School. The family attended Church at Biddon. In 1939,
Gordon and Win moved to Casino where the Madelins went, then to Lismore and
Newcastle in 1941 and Concord in 1942 and Liverpool in 1949. In 1959 Gordon
retired and came back to Dubbo in 1968. Gordon died of cancer at Dubbo in 1971.
Win died in 1975 at Dubbo.
Edgar Anderson
Edgar was born at Elam in 1896 at „Ellam‟ near Japarit, Victoria on his parents
property. He was the fourth child and was 14 years old when the family moved to
„Bearbong Station‟, Gilgandra.
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Edgar was 19 when he volunteered for war service in the Australian Commonwealth
Military Forces and was sent to England. In England he met and married Elsie Amos
(1898-1990) in 1919 in Essex. Edgar and Elsie travelled back to Australia after their
honeymoon. A document exists with Bev Anderson showing the Peter John Anderson
paid him for work in the harvest field in 1920. He received 14 shillings a day for
stooking also for putting a bottom in the tank. One week he received 13 pounds, 15
shillings and another week he received 5 pound 8 shillings. In 1922 they moved to
New Britain for the Methodist Missionary Society but travelled back to Gilgandra
after Peter John Anderson died in 1926.
In 1927 Edgar and Elsie went back to England to make it their home. The following
year Edgar entered a Methodist Bible College and became a pastor. He ministered in
many Methodist Churches including Bedfordshire, Hampshire and Somerset. They
resigned from the Methodist ministry in 1943 and moved to Taunton and ministered
amongst Baptist churches in Somerset and Sussex. In 1965 Edgar and Elsie retired to
live with their son, Alan and wife Maureen at Norton.
Edgar and Elsie had three children: Alan, Ruth and Norman. Edgar died in 1968 in
Somerset and Elsie died in 1990.
Stuart Anderson
Stuart was born at Ellam in 1898. He moved to „Bearbong Station‟ when he was 12
years old. He became a farmer and grazier on his father‟s farm and continued with
that occupation until his retirement. His property is a subdivision of his father‟s
property, „Bearbong Station‟ and this land has remained in the family for 100 years.
Stuart like the rest of his family became an accomplished horseman but was also a
good sportsman especially at tennis and cricket.
In 1923 a portion of Bearbong Station was subdivided and given to Stuart. Stuart
married Marjory Martin (1901-1982) in 1924 and moved into the new home on
„Gara‟, a named Marjory chose as it had been the name of her parent‟s property at
Guyra. Marjory was born at Mudgee but her family moved to „Tennessee‟ on the
Gilgandra-Dubbo road where they lived till 1924. Marjorie‟s father, Charles Martin
was a builder and built his own home and the Methodist parsonage next door in
Wamboin Street, Gilgandra. Marjory‟s sister Minnie married Mr. Fred Brook who ran
the Gilgandra Picture Theatre.
Marjory was a subsidized teacher at a school on „Bulga‟ near Biddon when she met
Stuart. „Bulga‟ was owned by Fred Rayner who married Dora Martin, who was
Marjory‟s auntie (Fathers sister). Marjory worked there until her marriage in 1924.
Stuart and Marjory lost their firstborn child, John then had 3 surviving children:Betty, Ina and Ronald.
Stuart and Marjory had two of the Bearbong teachers‟ board at their home; Mr
Hobbins and Mr Godfrey Lee. Mr Lee was a Jew and did not desire meat and milk in
the same fridge or cool safe. Marjory found this stressful.
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Stuart died while on holiday with his daughter Ina, at Bacchus Marsh, Vic in 1984
and Marjory died in a Wellington Nursing home 1982. More on their story can be
found under „Gara‟ property.
Muriel Anderson
Muriel was born at Ellam in 1902 and came to „Bearbong Station‟ when she was 8
years old. She attended school at Bearbong. Muriel was a keen tennis player. She
helped out with household chores at „Bearbong Station‟ but then branched off from
the family to make her own independent career as housekeeper and carer for various
families. She was 23 years old when her father died. She often argued with her sisters
and was especially resentful over her mother will that threatened to exclude her as she
had chosen an independent lifestyle. A copy of the will is included later.
Later in life, while living at Bairnsdale Retirement Village she met Jack Crawford and
his wife. She had been nursing his wife until she died, then she married Jack in 1965.
Jack died in 1974. Muriel died while in a nursing home at Wellington in 1983.
Ethel Anderson
Ethel was born at Ellam in 1905 and came to „Bearbong Station‟ when she was 4
years old. She attended Bearbong School and was 19 when her father died. She had
pretty straw blonde hair and nice features. She moved with her mother to Brighton in
1930 where she cared for her mother till she died in 1952. Ethel continued to live
there until she died in her sleep at Brighton, Victoria in 1968.
Gladys Anderson
Gladys was born at Ellam in 1907 and came to „Bearbong Station‟ when she was 3
years old. She had a happy childhood and enjoyed working outdoors, with animals,
gardening, music and handcrafts. She became an accomplished horse woman and
would tell her family later how she won races against her brothers stating that gates
were not always a necessity. She had a horse named „Rainbow‟ that could jump
fences or gates. She would lay the handle of the stock whip or even a stick across the
top of the wire of the fence or gate to show the horse how high to jump, then jump the
horse across the fence or gate. Gladys rode a horse 8 miles to school at Biddon while
the Bearbong school was closed. Gladys had a pet kangaroo.
Gladys learnt to play music and to sing and often entertained the family over many a
long evening. She loved to have her father sit with her of an evening and sing while
she played. She said Peter had a lovely singing voice. Gladys played the organ or
piano for Church services at Biddon and Gilgandra churches. In 1922, she went on to
Dubbo Girls High School to get her qualifying certificate. She came 10th in the class.
She stayed in Taylor Street.
Gladys usually slept on the verandahs and had never slept in a bedroom till she
married and only then did so in the winter time. Farming was more than a job for
Gladys, it was a pleasure. She worked on the farm but took jobs as house help as they
became available in the area. She met Les Mudford (1905-1964) when she was
working as house help for the Gilmour and Gillett family at „Happy Valley‟. Les and
Gladys married in 1937 at Brighton and made their home at „Pinedale‟, Gilgandra.
They raised their family making time for Church and social and farming activities.
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They instilled in their family their deep love for God but there was also a healthy
emphasis on family events.
One year (1942/3) Gladys and Les could not get labourers so they completed the
harvest by themselves. They stripped 1000 bags of wheat and Gladys sewed 500 of
those up. All the bags had to be lifted onto platforms so they would not rot as they
couldn‟t get a carrier for some time that year. In order to do this Gladys had to leave
meals ready for the day and she had three children under 4.5 years. All this outdoors
work did not mean that the housework was neglected but as the family grew up they
capably helped out with many of these duties.
Gladys loved to muster the stock on horseback and with the aid of the sheep dogs.
They were the only sort of dogs that really counted for Gladys and she knew how to
get them to work for her to bring the sheep in without a whole lot of yelling and
whistling etc.
After Les died and when John married, Gladys retired to 66 Wamboin Street,
Gilgandra. John and Cheryl lived on the farm but Gladys loved to return and help out
with activities. Beth and June lived with Gladys until their marriages. Her later years
were spent living with June‟s family at 77 Wrigley Street, Gilgandra until her death in
1998.
Gladys and Les had 4 children:- Beth, June, Rhonda and John. More on Gladys story
under “Pinedale” property.
Keith Anderson
Keith was born at Ellam in 1909, the youngest child in the family and just a baby of 5
months old when he moved to „Bearbong Station‟. He attended Bearbong School and
was just 15 years of age when his father died. Keith married Myrtle Thompson (19081990) in 1936. He was a farmer at Yorketown. Keith‟s death in 1954 at Yorketown,
S.A. was tragic.
Keith and Myrtle had one child:- Beverly (1943)
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The Anderson family in 1903/4 at Geelong, taken before Gladys and Keith were born.
Front row: Muriel, Peter John, Gordon, Beatrice Ellen, and Stuart.
Back row: Les, Edgar and Roy.

The Anderson family about 1911. Front row: Muriel, Peter John with Keith, Ethel,
Gladys, and Beatrice Ellen. Back Row: Gordon, Roy, Edgar and Stuart. Les is
missing
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The Homestead
The house paddock contained the old homestead, and new shearers‟ quarters, a
shearing shed with attached blacksmith shop, sheep yards, hayshed and various other
smaller sheds. The property was watered by four wells and several dams.
The shearers‟ quarters were built for Mr. and Mrs. Teephey, an English couple who
were farm workers.

The paddock of corn, shearing shed and hay shed, horse and buggy shed, shops and
flour store and the chimney of the house showing in the trees, a tank of water,
shearers shed and hut, veggie garden and lucerne.

The Anderson homestead taken by Les Anderson with his new camera. Roy describes
the photo. It is taken in between the two parts of the house, looking north. Roy is on
the left with the gun and Beatrice and Peter are in the middle with Gladys while Roy
is on the right with Ethel on the verandah. The bedrooms are on the left and the
kitchen and dining rooms are down this end on the right. The sitting room and the big
store room are on the other end. The tank is in the foreground on the right and the tap
further down. On the other side is the pipe to the bath tank.
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The Anderson house looking from the opposite end. Gladys on the fence, a farm
worker and baby Keith at Bearbong about 1910. The white picket fence surrounded
the house paddock on three sides then the tennis court was on the fourth side.
Social Life and Interests
The Andersons loved to play tennis and had their own courts next to the house.

Bearbong tennis courts with Stuart Anderson at the net in 1918.
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Bearbong Station homestead tennis courts from the opposite direction with Stuart
leaning on the post, Phyllis Alderman, Roy and Muriel.
Peter loved to play tennis and cricket and was involved in the Show Society. When he
attended sports and picnic days and other outings, he wore a white Tussor silk suit, a
tie, a waistcoat with watch supported by a chain. He was a large and tall man with a
beard. However he was not very energetic in his later days and the „Burrendah‟
Anderson used to laugh at some of his methods such as driving to Gilgandra in his
Buick car to get his newspapers each day
Places visited by the Anderson family were Gilgandra and Tooraweenah shows,
country and district tennis and cricket competitions, Biddon for Church, Devils Hole
(Hickeys Falls), the Dillys (Dill Dilly, Dill Dolly and Dill Killy which included Spine
Kopje). Picnic days and Sunday School picnics were popular events. Large families
made up a large crowd with just a few families present. It was important that they
made their own fun at such outings.

Andersons and neighbours at a picnic day at „Kiewa‟.
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Les was a keen photographer and he worked for some years for the Howards of
Biddon. Gordon, also a photographer had a sophisticated wireless set up at Bearbong.

Gordon Andersons wireless radio of 1925.

The Anderson‟s 1920 Buick at the Tooraweenah Show.
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The Town of Gilgandra up to 1910
In 1910, the township of Gilgandra (approx. 1000ft above sea level) had a population
of 1500 people and was increasing rapidly. The local paper doubled its circulation
from 300 to 600 in the last year. The main street had several good stores, a Post
Office, Shire Hall, several good banks and three large pubs. There was a new flour
mill which had nearly 100,000 bags of wheat in its grain shed.
Gilgandra was developing fast. In 1897 it had only been a mere calling depot for
coaches, teamsters and drovers on their way to and from Coonamble, Dubbo and
Mudgee. At that time it had one hotel with a store attached and about four houses. The
postal business was conducted at the hotel. The main street area was a Chinaman‟s
Market Garden. A little cultivation was carried out in order to supply chaff and grain
to the teamsters and travellers but even then most wheat was carted 40 miles to be
sold at Dubbo. The countryside was fairly heavily timbered and this dissuaded new
graziers as it cost a lot to clear the land (15 shillings per ac). As settlement continued,
they discovered that the timbered country was very valuable and more productive than
the more popular plains. The timber was good for building as the quality was high and
the trees were a good size. The main types of timber in the area are:- Grey Box,
Cyprus Pine, Buddah, Oak, Kurrajongs, Yarran, Belah, Wilga, Myall, Whitewood,
Apple Tree, Yellow Box, and Ironbark. There are reserved forests.
The Railway Lines
The expansion was expected to be where the new railway line was to be constructed.
In 1898 it was proposed to go from Mudgee through Breelong and Bearbong districts
and out to Coonamble and end at Walgett. Thus settlements like Breelong and
Bearbong were predicted to be of more importance than Gilgandra. This proposal lost
favour in 1899 and another proposed line from Sydney through Dubbo, Gilgandra to
Coonamble was adopted instead. Gilgandra is 322 miles N.W. from Sydney by rail.
In 1907 the railway line from Dubbo to Coonamble via Gilgandra was completed
even though it passed through Gilgandra in 1902 and was officially opened in 1903.
The district advanced at a great rate as agriculture was now more viable with transport
for both wheat and wool nearby. Sleepers were needed and Gilgandra had the timber
and the sleeper cutting industry grew and gave great impetus to the town. Sleepers
were trucked from Gilgandra to places all over the State. There were two sawmills in
Gilgandra and several others in the district. In 1916, the Bearbong line was still being
discussed by the authorities and the residents kept having meetings to try and revive
the idea. They wanted to get it to at least Tooraweenah. The P.M.G.‟s Department
finally wrote and told the residents that the railway line was being developed no
further than Mendooran. They did not give up hope and sent proposals and
deputations but by 1926 the final answer was still „no‟ and the line from Mendooran
was redirected to Dubbo.
The Victorian Influx Begins 1910-1913
Mr. Haglethorn (MLC) encouraged Victorians to discover the possibilities of
settlement for farmers and graziers around Gilgandra. He told them all about the
district with the following details. Gilgandra is on the Castlereagh River and is 942
feet above sea level and has a population of 2000. The town was developing fast since
the railway went in. A flour mill was established in 1910, shops, schools, telephone
exchanges, bank offices, hotels and residences were springing into existence as the
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Chinamen‟s market garden was purchased and subdivided. 1913 saw a new Show
Ground established and the first show held there. In the same year, the hospital and
Public School were erected and two newspapers were established about that time.
By 1913, one quarter of each farm was now cleared. In one part of the district 7,000
acres was now sown to wheat whereas the year before only 4,000 acres was sown.
The yield was good at 42 bushels per acre and there was no artificial measures are
needed for fertilizers and the land did not need to be spelled for 10 years. Fat lambs
were developing well. Water was procurable from 20-200 feet below the surface and
was of good quality. The average rainfall was 25 inches with the best rain from April
to October. Ploughing usually commences in January or February and sowing
commences in May. Ewes lamb in Mar/Apr and some in spring. Shearing commences
in Aug-Oct then haymaking in November is followed by harvest in December. The
carrying capacity is 1 sheep to 1.5 acres on the average grazing land. Share-farmers
are easy to find in the district. The Shire rates are practically nil compared to Victoria.
The P.P. Board rates are practically the same and there is no state land tax in NSW.

A victory march passed the Gilgandra Post Office.

More on the victory march at Gilgandra with what could be Anderson Buick at the
lead.
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Peter‟s Death
Peter died in 16.3.1925 at the Crescent Private Hospital in Manly from pernicious
anemia a condition he had known about for two years. This hospital was known for
the best treatment of this condition at this time. Peter died of cardiac failure 2 days
after going to hospital. Peter was buried on 17.3.1925 in the general cemetery at
Manly, plot 471, and section Z, in an unmarked grave.
Peter and Beatrice were actually on a trip to Sydney to organize the building of his
new home when he took sick. The old home had been pulled down ready for work to
begin but it was never built and the shearers quarters was reclaimed for the family to
carry on with the farming until it was sold. The sons kept the farm running for many
years.
Anderson Boys Run Bearbong
Les Anderson, the eldest son, came back to Bearbong and ran the property for
approximately 5 years after Peter‟s death, until it was sold in 1930 but it appears that
money was left in the property till 1934 when the mortgage was discharged to Mr
Charles Joseph Miller of Wellington on Feb 17th, 1930, from Leslie Anderson,
Beatrice Anderson and Roy Anderson. Max declares that the family was still at
Bearbong until 1934 so it is presumed that they managed to farm till then.
In late 1920s, rabbit plagues were a problem in the district. In August, Peter wrote in a
letter home saying that rabbit skins were 9 shillings and 4 pennies a pound in Sydney
and 14 shillings and 1 penny a pound in London. Peter had been a polo players and it
is told that he practiced his polo using bunnies as his targets. Rabbit skins were 9/4 a
pound in Sydney in 1919.
Max Anderson recalls that during the 1930‟s depression, the total income from the
farm was fifty pounds so the family had to be almost self sufficient for survival.
Bearbong Homestead Block Changes Hands
Several documents from the registrar General‟s Office detail the transfer of
„Bearbong‟ in 1910 from Alfred Maguire to PJ Anderson and the subsequent sale in
1930 to Mr C.J. Miller, a farmer from Wellington but the mortgage was still in the
name of Beatrice and her sons Les and Roy until 1934. After Miller, the next owner
was Ted Booth and his financial lender, Mr Murphy, followed by Frank and Keith
Hassall.
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Beatrice‟s Death and Will
After the property was sold Beatrice and her two daughters Muriel and Ethel moved
to 25 Chelsea Street, Brighton in Melbourne to be near Beatrice‟s two sisters, Annie
Hecht who lived next door and Clarice Berryman lived in 1 Chelsea Street. Sister
Emma lived there close by as well. Beatrice lived in good health until two years
before her death. She took a flight back to Gilgandra for her 80th birthday. Beatrice
died Jan 10th, 1952 at 84 years of age. She made her will in 1930 and this became
controversial on her death.

Quite a few letters were written back and forth between the Anderson girls and Les
after Beatrice died. The difficult part of the will was „that the house was left to the
unmarried daughters as long as they resided in the house‟. All girls were single at the
time the will was made in 1930 but only one lived at home by the time Beatrice died
in 1952 and only two were still single. Gladys married in 1937. Ethel remained at
home and looked after her mother and felt the will should benefit her for the years she
gave up. Muriel had been independent but suddenly wanted to move back home
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however Ethel was not co-operative and said if Muriel did move back in Ethel would
claim her wages for the past nursing years from the estate, store her furniture, get a
job and move out herself. If the house was to be sold and the money shared, Gladys
had to give permission and that was unlikely to go smoothly. Les, Muriel and Ethel
wrote separately to Gladys and called on her to make the decision about selling the
house. Gladys was put in a difficult place but she was respected by all as a wise
peacemaker. The house was old and needed many repairs that needed to be shared by
those living in the house. If Muriel moved in and Ethel moved out then neither Gladys
nor Ethel would get their share till Muriel died and Ethel would have no money for a
house of her own. Muriel set the date for her return and panic set in. The idea of
buying each other‟s share out was mentioned but Muriel was not about to buy a share
of the house when it was meant to be left to her as a gift. It was hard for them all to
justify what Beatrice wanted. Such a simple but badly worded will set the cat amongst
the pigeons. Ethel lived in the house for a further 16 years till her death.
The Letters
The following letters were written home to parents by Peter and Beatrice. They
provide valuable information on the family and the property at Bearbong. We have a
copy of the originals but Eric Anderson has translated and typed these letters.
1. A letter from Peter John Anderson of Ellam to his parents in Jan 23rd, 1910.
Ellam
Via Dimboola
Jan 23rd, 1910.
Dear Father and Mother,
I suppose Hilda told you that I had gone to NSW so will endeavor to inform you as to the results. As
I have 5 boys from 20 down to 10 years, this place is too small for us. I have been watching for
something more suitable for some time and at last got onto a property in NSW which seems good
enough, although rather a big thing. Anyhow I secured a definite offer and went to inspect.
It is called ‘Bearbung’ and comprises 282ac freehold, 640ac conditional purchase, 1,894 ac
conditional lease, 5,292 ac settlement lease and 8,200 ac improvement lease, 16,308 ac in all.
Included with the property is:Stock: 5,000 sheep, 100 cattle, 21 horses
Plant:-2b.h.p. Hornsby Oil Engine, 5 shearing machines, wool press, chaff cutter, horse-works,
wagon, 2 drays, 2 buggies, 2 x 4 furrow ploughs, moldboard ploughs, single plough, 2 binders, 1
harvester, 20 tons hay, harness and numerous sundries.
Walk-in-walk-out:- all furniture and effects except 1 wardrobe and the furniture in the drawing
room.
Watered by 4 wells and several dams, water laid onto the house and bathroom by windmill. 500 ac
cleared, 250ac under wheat this year, yielding 1,600 bags, about 9,000 ac of timber is dead,
balance not rung. There is a creek though it with a lot of rich flats suitable for maize and lucerne.
Balance good wheat and grazing land, red loam. A small orchard, trees loaded with fruit, a patch
of lucerne.
It is 18 miles N.E. of Gilgandra. That is the nearest town and Rail Siding. There is a survey for
railway through the property and probability of it going. There is a school on the property 1.5-2
miles from the homestead. Mail once a week, church services 2-3 miles away. The average rainfall
for 25 years is 25.5 inches, during that time there have been only 8 months in which no rain fell.
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It is over 1,000 feet above the see and it is near a range of mountains. The grass etc is quite green
there now and they tell me it has not been properly dry for the last 3 years.
The price is 9.000 pounds cash, walk-in-walk-out, a lot of money for me to find but something has
been urging me on all the time to go through with it. So I closed on the last day of my firm offer,
there were half a dozen waiting to get it if I didn’t take it. I paid 300 pounds deposit, hope to get out
of this with about 5.000 pounds and get the balance from the bank. The bank manager values the
property at 14,000 pounds and says Maguire’s’ income was about 2,000 last year; of course it was
a good season. We have to get the consent of the Minister of Lands to transfer the settlement lease
before we can get on any further.
I am asking 5pound 5 shillings per ac for this and should get it, as land this side of Rainbow has
realized 6pounds 17shillings and 6 pence per ac. I got 1,300 bags of wheat and 120 tons of hay
this year.
Gilgandra is a progressive town and district; several have gone there from here. Will and Harry
Stockings brought in there before harvest. I saw Will there, Jack Molkentin is there and others.
Hilda and I are wondering if you will come over before we shift, or come to Gil after we get there.
The Gil district averaged 22 bushels and a total of about 200,000 bags. There is a fine new mill
there. Along my creek is said to be the best wheat land there.
I think I have told you nearly all about it so will close, with love from you loving son,
P.J. Anderson
P.S. Please send this on to the boys and girls.

2. Letter from Peter John Anderson of Gilgandra to his parents in 6th Mar 1910
‘Bearbong’
Gilgandra
6th March, 1910
Dear Father and Mother,
I must try and scribble you a few lines to let you know how we are getting on.
We left DIM on Wed 23rd at 9.48 am, arrived in Melbourne at 11.30pm, an hour late. Aunty Sue
met us and we all stayed for 2 nights. Left Melbourne at 6.15 Friday morning, arrived in
Gilgandra 12.30pm Saturday. Had dinner then BEBE and children came out here in a hired coach
and I came out here in a sulky with Mr. Maguire. We had a good rest on Sunday. Were mustering
and counting Monday and Tuesday. Counted 5.040 sheep, 23 horses, 96 cattle but Maguire says
there are some more we missed that are with neighbors’ etc so the count is alright.
We went in on Wednesday to fix things up but some of Maguire’s papers were not ready so I have to
go in again, but things are going alright. I have given the bank a mortgage on this property for
5,000 pounds. Will get out of Ellam with about 4,500 pounds. I have put a line of over 1000
weathers in the agent’s hands @ eight shillings and as we are having some rain no doubt they will
go off alright. Wish I’d asked more.
We have burnt 1 stubble paddock, clean burn. Wish the others had been burnt before the rains but
the boys could not get a safe break around it in time. There is about 2 ac of lucerne, we should have
cut and stacked before the rain. Also a lot of fruit going to waste, should be marketed. Maguire’s
say they never cultivate or do anything to the orchard. It is simply growing wild but the trees are
fairly loaded with fruit this year.
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The grass was green at the bottom before the rain, so it should keep green now, will quote you the
rain gauge in the morning if I don’t forget, it is still raining. There is a fair amount of wheat land
here on Bearbong, also lucerne and corn (maize) land, and some stony ridges only suitable for
grazing. It seems awfully big yet I suppose we will soon get used to it. The wells are good, the dams
are fairly good.
Leslie arrived here safely this morning, 692 miles. He left Peppers Plains Wednesday week. I
suppose you know he was coming across on the bike, cost him about 25 shillings.
We will be pleased to see you here for a long holiday as soon as you like. I think you will enjoy it if
you took your time and done it in easy stages.
The farmers here don’t use manure, enough phosphates in the soil, and they don’t fallow, says it’s
not necessary.
Several large families arrived in Gilgandra from Victoria last week, about 70 persons in all.
I am a duffer at letter writing and it is bed time, so I will stop with love to all, from your loving son.
P.J. Anderson
Monday. Had 84 points of rain last night, it is cleared up now, will make it alright for
cultivating, must get the plough going.

3. Letter from Peter John Anderson of Gilgandra to his parents
‘Bearbong’
Gilgandra
6th March, 1910
What I have seen of my land is chiefly undulating with some stony ridges in which grow feed. The
creek is not permanent, but the wells are. It flows into the Castlereagh, which eventually reaches the
Darling.
Gilgandra has a population of 1,500 and increasing rapidly. The paper has doubled its circulation
from 300 to 600 to last year, is putting in linotype shortly. There are several good stores, 3 large
pubs and another building. Con Curran from Horsham brought one for 5,000 pounds. It is said he
was recently offered 10.000 for it and it is said that he is taking 100 pounds per week. A new mill
has started work and has nearly 100,000 bags of wheat in its grain shed.
The price here is about the same as the Wimmera. There are several banks, a new one just going up,
which is said to be one of the finest outside the city. Post Office, Shire Hall. The Shire Council is
getting an up to date road making plant. The Shire Rates is 1 penny on the pound on the
unimproved capital value.
The week we came, several other large families came from Victoria, about 70 persons in all, and
they are still coming. Land is up to 4 pound 10 shillings near the railway and still rising.
There is a polling booth here for Federal elections, have just signed the necessary papers to act in
Maguire’s place at 2 pound 2 shillings for the day and 1 pound for the hire of the premises ( the
office I am now in)
We still have an abundance of fruit, especially apples, pears and quinces.
I would like to get some good Victorian or S.A. farmers onto this on shares so as to get this cleared
quicker that we can do it. Although it is not much trouble to burn off the dead timber.
I am going to bed, goodnight.
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Pleased to hear you are having good rains. They have had 5 inches at Dimboola and Peppers Plains.
We had 3.5 inches here when I was inspecting, middle of January. 84 points 7 th March, 59 points
on the 12th and 64 points on 13th March. There was about twice as much in Gilgandra last rain.
The average rainfall is a little higher here than in Gilgandra as it is higher and nearer the
mountains. Gilgandra is about 1,000 feet and this is about 1,600 feet above the sea.
There is a lot of timber cut out here for building and sleepers. Bebe wants to write a bit with this so
will close with love to all from your loving son and brother,
P.J. Anderson
Dear Mother,
Would you please get me a couple of white flannelette nigh gowns for myself as you come through
Adelaide to Melbourne, you will know ad-vest I expect. Get them large as I hate small ones for
turning out with the baby. I like them both long and broad. Tried to get them in Gil, but couldn’t
on Thursday. I would like a nice thick dark dress for Muriel for school and a couple of dark dresses
for Gladys for the winter, if it isn’t asking too much. 32 inches for Muriel and 21 inches for
Gladys. I haven’t time to make these and I can’t get to Gil very often, to get them, I got nice little
readymade ones in Jeparit for about 5 shillings for Gladys. Anything dark will do.
I have been so busy cleaning up one of the dirtiest house one could have, that I have had a job to do
even the mending since we got here. I have a very good girl. I like the place very well, but the house is
very inconvenient, runs my legs off nearly. You can see it when you get here so no good explain.
All the children are beginning to look better for the change and eat heartily, takes one all the time
cooking. I had to give her 12 shillings a week to keep her but its too big a drag by myself.
Love to all from your loving daughter Bebe.

4. A letter from Peter John Anderson at Gilgandra to his parents
‘Bearbong’
Gilgandra
10thAug, 1919
Dear Father and Mother and everyone,
Just a line to thank you for your kind wishes for my birthday which I received last night, also
Father, for your opinion that we will get our railway. I firmly believe myself that we are nearer to it
than we were when we came here: but when we will get it in the face of conditions existing at present,
it is very hard to say.
The fact that the whole of our trade and industry can be held up and paralyzed by a section of our
community shows very clearly that there is something very wrong in our constitution and
administration and that we very badly want a man or men who can involve a sounder and better
form of Government than we have at present, but we have drifted into a condition of affairs that
may well bluff every one off even if he has capabilities and ambitions in that direction. but we keep
on plodding along! One section of IWW’s whose motto is ‘I won’t work’ want as much money as
possible for as little work as possible: and whose ideas and methods only tend to malice and hatred,
envy and strife: while the others IWW’s ‘I will Work’ is blocked and harassed and interfered with in
every possible way by Government methods that may be intended for good but work out for evil
and will be much better left alone.
We went to a little party at ‘Kiewa’ Semmlers, yesterday afternoon and evening, and had a good
time of tennis, roller skating, dancing, ping pong, boxing on roller skates etc etc.
On Friday Stuart and I both had to go to Gilgandra on business, so I suggested taking our
racquets and putting in an hour of, tennis if we had time, so we rang up Mr. Brown and told him
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we were coming. We left here about 12.15. We called at Moads, Baileys and Barden’s on the way in,
went to the Post Office, Railway Stations, stores, banks etc etc then met Messrs Brown and Hill
from the Un ion Bank and went to the courts. We beat them the first set 6:4: next 6:2: the next 6:0:
and most of the games were juice games too, so we were very well satisfied, especially as we had no
time for practice. Stuart plays a rather good solid game.
ON the Kings birthday, Stuart and I left here at 8 am , went to Gilgandra, picked up 4 Gilgandra
players, Brown and Hill from the Un ion Bank, Farrand, an agent and Field from the drapery at
Wises Lmt: then went to Gulargambone, down river from Gilgandra, and played the club there, a
very enjoyable match: beating them by 24 games: then back to Gilgandra, had some tea, then
home arriving at 9O;clock: I drove the car 109 miles and played 8 sets of tennis winning 6 of them:
Stuart played 7 sets and won every one of them.
Received some pretty views of Ambleside and Lakes district of the North of England from Edgar
yesterday: he was spending an enjoyable honeymoon there. He was leaving the next day for the
Lincolnshire Stud Farm: intends being home for Christmas.

5. A letter from PJ Anderson on 11th Aug, 1919
11th August, 1919
Hello, here I am again.
It is still extremely dry here: we have only had 989 points for the year. When we had 562 points in
May, we thought the drought had broken but it was not so: a good many have fallen in thinking so
and buying up to meet the rise that didn’t come.
The crops still look well where they are not eaten back too much; the ‘Boorandah’ crops are good.
W.E. Bailey hopes to get an aero-plane out of his. ‘Kiewas’ were through here yesterday to Bringle
Creek and reported fair crops: we haven’t much in. and the bit we have in is late. But on the flats so
will come quick if we get rain: Roy was saying just now that what he is ploughing is quite wet
enough. Beatrice has not been well for several days last week, but is better again now.
Agnes is in with Leah, is going back to Bool Lagoon.
Gordon is in Gilgandra with Leslie helping to fix up a standard car that he has: Leslie is finishing
up at the garage and he and Gordon are going over to the North Coast of NSW in a thickly
populated but way back dairying district to run a picture show, I don’t know how it will come out,
but they are both mechanically and artistically inclined and it will be an experience for them: they
may do all right for a while.
J. Berryman, Caprice’s husband is down with influenza. ‘Aunty Rube’ and her father and sister are
just recovering from it: and Aunty Mina (Mrs. Clemments nee Thornton) was down with it when
Rube wrote, Rube says she wishes she had never left Bearbong.
Mr. J. Howard of ‘Mountain View’ met with a nasty accident on Saturday, by inflicting a severe
wound on the inside of his knee with an axe, he was taken into Gilgandra and is doing as well as
can be expected. Pleased to hear that Maud is better and hope she continues to improve.
I hope that Melville and Hilda get out well and can get into something real good elsewhere.
What a high price rabbit skins are now, up to 9 shillings and 4 pence a pounds in Sydney last
week: and up to 14pounds and 1 shilling in London: we surely ought to get bunny under control
now.
I will close now, with love to all, from your loving son.
P.J. Anderson
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5. Dicks Cemetery
The Dicks families were early settlers in the Bearbong area that took up a selection
when Bearbong was first cut up into smaller areas. Descendents lived on “Rockfern”
and their private cemetery adjoins the road. This property was part of the original
Bearbong Station. The name “Keejoween” was believed to be attached to this
property at one stage. The eight graves belong to Robert Dicks, Robert Charles Dicks,
Louisa Dicks, Louisa Dicks, William Dicks, Alfred Dicks, James Dicks and Daniel
Dicks.

Dicks cemetery, 2010
Photo: John Mudford

Oxalis found at the cemetery.
Photo: John Mudford.

6. Bearbong Hall and Village
Hall
A crowd of locals gathered at this site when Harry Dicks challenged his best mate, a
young Englishman by the name of Harry who working at Mr Moad of „Morahmee‟ to
a horse race. Both men were good horsemen and both had fairly fast racehorses and
there were quite often friendly arguments as to which horse was the best. Mr Moses
Thomas of „Longview‟ thought is a good idea to involve others to view the match
race between the two horses so a picnic day was arranged. Money was raised on the
day.
Mr. Moses Thomas from „Longview‟ was so impressed with the crowd that he called
a meeting to be held on the same paddock, now called the „Racecourse Paddock‟ on
„Bearbong‟ opposite the Flora Reserve- Biddon Road, to discuss erecting a district
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hall near the sports ground. The farm owners each donated 10 pounds and the workers
put in what they could. Tenders were called and the timber donated and cut by
Nelsons Saw Mill in Gilgandra. Mr. Jack Cameron and his son Ivan won the tender
over Mr. Andrew Bailey. There was a hold up for a while as the great depression
made it hard for everyone to get their money in on time.
Robert Dicks Snr. owned 40ac of land near the hall from 1898 till 1933. He donated
this and the hall was later built on this site. Interestingly, he died of appendicitis the
year the hall was constructed.
The Bearbong Hall was built in 1933 at a cost of 300 pounds and soon became the
social focal point of the district. An annex or supper room was added in later years
and it had a dirt floor for 30 years.
The tennis courts had many district championships played on them. Iris Luckie was a
frequent winner. She later married Edwin Semmler of „Morahmee‟. Other frequent
winners were Stuart Anderson, Stan Howard, Ida Thomas and Laurie Monk.
The cricket team was very active as well. The hall key was kept at „Yarrandale‟.
The local CWA meeting commenced in 1960 and the dirt floor was converted to a
wooden floor due to a work grant achieved by Bert Cook. The hall was painted as
well. This branch of CWA closed in 1981.
The hall has been used for numerous functions over the years including weddings,
receptions, parties, balls, dances, 21st‟s, kitchen teas, Christmas functions. A clearing
sale has been held to support the halls upkeep.

Bearbong Hall before the extension was added. The tennis court is on the right.

Bearbong Hall in later years
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Shop
There was also a house and a shop towards the creek (west) from the hall. A clump of
“trees of heaven” marked the shop site.
In the early 1930‟s, George and Gladys Ewers with family Jack and Mona ran the
shop for many years. George Ewers was a bullock driver of some considerable
renown and hauled Cyprus pine logs to the old mill at Bearbong 200 yards north of
the shop. The Ewers family moved to West Dubbo to engage in a business there
Later George Lynch and family lived there and Eva Lynch ran the store for 2.5 years.
The Lynch family had been share-farmers at “Morahmee” for 10 years in the 1930‟s.
When they went to sell the shop they found there was no title deed to the land as it
was on a common. They moved to Biddon in 1946. Their daughter, Betty Priddis
worked for Mrs. Semmler who had a leg amputated.
Tennis Court
There were tennis courts next to the hall and a cricket pitch between that hall and the
house.
Sawmill
On the Northern side of the house was a saw-mill that was still operating in 1910
when Andersons came. Mr Otterly owned this mill and possibly a few others as well.
Racecourse Paddock
There was a racecourse on the paddock opposite the Biddon Road. It was used for the
racing of horses by the young ones of the district. Proceeds from this were used to
raise money to build the hall.
The following article is written by Joy Semmler and appeared in the Gilgandra
Weekly.
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Church
Church was held at “Yarrandale”.
Spelling:- Bearbong or Bearbung
The early gazette records the spelling as New Beerbong, New Bearbung, Berabong,
Beerbong or Beerbung. In the 1930‟s and 40‟s the district was called Bearbong but
another version is spelt as Bearbung. The Anderson family chose the spelling as
Bearbong as they did not like the thought of being “bung”
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Proposed Railway Line
A railway line was proposed to go through the Bearbong district. It was talked about
when Andersons came in 1910 and 9 years later it was still under discussion in a letter
Beatrice wrote home to her father. Several trial surveys were made. There are two on
this map. To help locate the top one, find the 1st „A‟ in Yarragrin and it passes through
it. The lower one passes through the „E‟ of Bearbong. This map is dated 1901 but was
not cancelled till 1919.
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Giant Kurrajong Tree – King Kurrajong
About 3.5 miles from the hall was a very large Kurrajong tree that was claimed to be
the biggest in the world, an unchallenged claim. When it was making steady growth in
1968, it was measured at 87 feet 3 inches high and cast a shadow of over 60 feet wide
at midday. It is on Robert and Gloria Woods property, „Allambie‟. It has been lopped
at least three times. A guessing competition was held to determine its height. Allan
Hassall guessed the closest (69 feet 8 inches after lopping). It is said that the roots of
this tree reach into a permanent underground stream of water. This tree was on the old
road between Mudgee and Coonamble. There is another tree in the western regions of
Australia that contested the claim and came second. Its branches were growing
upwards then hanging down so was not as tall.

On Saturday 17th September, 1994, ninety members of the Bearbong community
gathered to see their King Kurrajong lopped after its life was threatened by Mistletoe
growing on it. Ned Smith and Graham Jenkins can be seen up in the canopy lopping
the tree in the next photo. They amazed the audience as they ably moving around the
canopy like spiders. Photo Credit: Jenkins family and Robert Woods.
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After the lopping

„Its all better now‟. John Mudford give the tree a hug Feb, 28th, 2010. Johns armspan
is 2m and that is just one side.
Photo Credit: Cheryl Mudford
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7. Bearbong School
Over the years there were two schools at Old Bearbong Station. The school block of 5
acres was on the opposite side of the road to the village and 600 yards on the
Gilgandra side of it. The site is on the portion now called „Yarrandale‟.
About 1900, an old mine shaft was sunk behind the school site, in search for an
element used when joining metals (peat murk). There were not sufficient quantities to
be a viable economic proposition.
Bearbong School and hall was 2 hours sulky drive from Gilgandra.

First School - 1908
In 1908 a Government grant of two acres was made for a school site in portion 19,
parish of Bearbong, County of Gowan. The Department gave 40 pounds towards the
cost of the building and equipping the school which was built mainly by one of the
parents, Mr. W.E. Bailey, the owner of “Yarrandale”, with extra expenses met by the
district residents. It was finished in July 1908. This school had 6 desks, 6 stools, 2
blackboards (5‟x4‟), 2 cupboards, a little stove and a photo of the King of England on
the wall. The school was a part time school with 7 pupils: Lance, Josaphine, Grace
and May Bailey and Jim, Mary and Bob Dicks.
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A rose bush planted in 1910 was also on the north side and a honeysuckle bush was
on the eastern side. It was demolished and a weather shed was made from the timber.
There were 30 pupils in 1910. In 1915 Mr. Jasper Bailey carried out repairs to the
floor.
A teacher named Norman Lovett taught there. He had been involved in the 1914-18
World War, where he was killed and was decorated with DCM and MN. His picture
donated by Mrs. E.E. Lynch Snr. was hung on the wall of the school. (His story
follows).
In July 1920, the school was closed but in May 1921 the school was reopened on the
petition signed by six parents with 17 children of school age.
During this period when the school was closed, the Anderson children went to Biddon
school. Gladys recalled that she rode on horseback for the 8 miles to Biddon. Miss
Howard was a teacher that taught her there.
The following teachers are listed:1909:-John Gleeson
1911:-Norman Lovett
1914:- John Thomas
1915:-Ina Connellan
1918:-Alice Carr
1921:- Evelyn Howard (Maud)

Bearbong School
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1913. Muriel Matthew (Morrow) has the long dark hair.

Norm Lovett Story following
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Top Photo front row:-1. ?, 2. ?, 3. Mary Dicks, 4. Lance Bailey, 5. May Bailey, 6.

Clive Matthews, 7. ?, 8. Harry Dicks. Back row:- 1. ?, 2. ?, 3. Norrie Matthews, 4. ?,
5. ?.
Bottom photo, Front row:- 1. ?.Middle roe:-1. Clive Matthews, 2. ?, 3, ? 4. ?, 5. ?, 6.
?. Back row:- 1. ?, 2. ?, 3 ?, 4. ?, 5. ?, 6. Norrie Matthews.
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NORMAN LOVETT
„Norman Lovett was well known in the Wellington area. His father Fred was the
Maryvale Public School teacher and Norman had spent much of his life there. He had
followed in his father's footsteps and was also a teacher in charge of the tiny
Bearbung School near Gilgandra when he enlisted on 23 August 1914. He was taken
on strength of the 1st Light Horse Regiment and went overseas with the rank of
Sergeant. He trained in Egypt and fought at Gallipoli, where he was slightly wounded
in May 1915. Upon recovery he returned to Gallipoli and remained with the 1st until
the evacuation. Back at Tel-el-Kebir he gained his commission and transferred to the
infantry where he became a 2nd Lieutenant with the 53rd Battalion. Upon the
Battalion's arrival in France he was detached as one of the junior officers in charge of
an Australian Contingent to take part in the Allied Military Review which took place
in Paris on 14 July 1916. Only 52 Australians marched in the parade, in a composite
company alongside the Canadians, the Aussies proudly wearing their slouch hats and
their cleanest uniforms. However, it was not on the parade ground that Norman Lovett
distinguished himself. It was only five days later during the Battle of Fromelles on 19
July 1916 that Norman Lovett earned his first gallantry decoration: Lt Lovett led his
platoon of the 53rd Battalion during a charge on German trenches at Petillon. He was
wounded during the charge but continued in command of his men through a night of
very heavy fighting, taking command of the captured enemy position. He returned to
the Australian front line at daylight in order to have his wound dressed, but as a
counter-attack by the Germans developed he disregarded his own wounds, organised a
party of wounded men and stragglers to resist the attack and to cover the retirement of
the remainder of his company and that of the adjoining company. Lt Lovett, unaided,
took charge of and fired a Lewis Gun, the crew of which had been killed. He showed
a great example of coolness and courage throughout. For his gallantry he was
recommended for and later awarded the Military Cross. Once again Lt Lovett was in
the thick of the action in February 1917. This time, while on detachment to the 13th
Battalion on the night of 4/5 February he was participating in an attack by that unit.
After the position had been captured, the enemy counter-attacked. The Officer
Commanding the 13th Battalion needed mortar support to engage the enemy's left
flank and as all communications were out Lt Lovett took the request himself. He had
to pass through a particularly heavy enemy barrage and performed the task in a most
gallant manner. With very little delay the mortars were able to lay enfilade fire and
decisively defeated the portion of the counter-attack at a moment when the position
was becoming critical for the Australians. General Birdwood personally wrote the
citation for the bar to Lt Lovett's Military Cross in appreciation and recognition of his
bravery. Lt Lovett was promoted to Captain and became Adjutant with the
Headquarters of the 54th Battalion in the Villers-Bretonneux area. He was killed in
extraordinary circumstances on 9 April 1918. A French Artillery Lieutenant
approached the 54th Battalion asking for permission to return to his family's house in
Villers-Bretonneux. He insisted upon gaining written permission from the 54th's
Commanding Officer and was shown to the HQ dugout. After gaining permission he
walked towards the town. Later that day the 54th's HQ dugout was shelled, killing the
CO, Lt-Col McConaghy, Capt Lovett and Lt Staples. Many within the Battalion and
even official war historians believed that the 'French' Lieutenant may have been a
German spy. Norman Lovett was later posthumously awarded the Croix-de-Guerre
for his acts of gallantry. He is buried in the Aubigny British Cemetery at Somme in
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France which was established by Australian units, mainly of the 54th/57th Battalions
in April-August 1918.
The original material for this article was written by Trevor Munro of the Wellington
Historical Society with cooperation from Norman's sister Thelma O'Brien.
Awards
Fromelles
Captain Norman B. Lovett MC & Bar 54th Battalion – 9th April 1918
Capt. Lovett MC* won the Military Cross on two occasions. The first as a 2nd Lieutenant
with the 53rd Battalion during the „Battle for Fromelles‟ on the 19/20th July 1916, he
lead his platoon during a charge on enemy trenches and was wounded. He continued on
and took command of a captured line- he returned to the trenched during a counter attack.
His second Military Cross was won on the 4/5th February 1917.‟
Credit to Graeme Purvis who researched this on the internet.
Second School – 1930‟s
The second school was built on brick piers in the 1930‟s. It was a pre-fabricated
building assembled on site. It had a verandah on the west side and Mr. Lynch added a
second verandah on the north side in 1931.
Teachers at this school were:1926 to 1932:- Mona and Gladys Ewers
1932:- Norman Hobbins (brother to Polly (Mrs. Andy Corlis)
1940:- William McMurray. (Boarded at „Gara‟ for a time.)
1941:- Godfey Lee – (boarded at „Gara‟ for a time)
?
Una Howard
?…….Mr. Dwyer
The following is a list of family names of children who attended these two schools:Anderson, Lynch, Dwyer, Miller, Semmler, Rouse, Thomas, Cooper, Dicks, Bailey,
Matthews, Ewers, Hosegood, Francis and Corliss.
One period when the school closed was in 1942. It was opened again as a provisional
school in 1946 but closed again in 1951. It continued on and off until 1951 when it
was closed. This building was moved to Gilgandra Public School as a class room in
1954/5.
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Bearbong school children at the hall in 1941. Betty Anderson, Daphne Lynch, Mr
Dwyer, Ina Anderson and Jean Miller.

Bearbung school children at the hall in 1941. Back row:- Mr Dwyer, Keith miller,
Monnie Lynch, Maurie Semmler, Jean Miller, Ina Anderson, Daphne Lynch, Betty
Anderson. Front row:- Ron Anderson, Bruce Rouse, Rex Lynch, George Thomas and
Frank Cooper.
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8. Properties of Interest around Bearbong District
Alpabetical listing of property names. Some no long exist and some are combined.
Please see the maps near the front of this book.
INDEX
Alfalfa
Allambie
Aller
Aller Farm (See Aller)
Bearbong
Breeza (See Wallumburrawang)
Burrendah
Carramar (See Burrendah)
Clydesdale (See Longview)
Coolan (See Allambie)
Ellimatta (See Sharaopher Hills)
Eurimbla (See Longview)
Elm Park
Gara
Glenmore (See Alfalfa)
Glenn Yarra
Greenwoodvale (See Woodside)
Gundy x 2 (See Rockfern and Woolgrove)
Halmur Holme (See Mountain View)
Hillgrove
Karingal
Keejoween (See Rockfern)
Kiewa
Koorawong
Longview
Longview East
Mountain View
Morahmee
Murdill (See Mountain View)
Nioka (See Alfalfa)
Passchendaele (See Mountain View)
Peters Park
Ridgeway
Rising Farm
Rockfern
Sharopher Hills
Sharopher Vale
Sunshine (See Koorawong)
Wallumburrawang
Woodside
Woolgrove (See Gundy)
Wyanna
Yarrandale
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8. Properties of Interest around Bearbong District
„Aller‟ and „Aller Farm‟
i. Andy Bailey
ii. Bob Turner and his wife Edie (nee Bailey)-?-1918
iii. Len Hosegood (Senior) and his wife Nellie (nee Wilson)- 1918-1952
iv. George Hosegood and his wife Alison (nee Kershaw) 1946-1965
v. Geof Johnston and his wife Elsie -1965
Len Hosegood Snr had a block called „Aller‟ named after his English family farm. He
was a WW1 digger but was wounded and recruited home in 1918 when he acquired
the property. Len Snr. and Nellie had two sons; Len and George. George Hosegood
had a portion on the forest side of „Aller‟ and he called it „Aller Farm‟. When Len Snr
died he left „Aller‟ to George believing that he needed the most help but telling Len
Jnr that he loved he equally. Len came back from the war and share-farmed for Mr.
Pye on „Woodside‟ for three years before drawing a ballot for a return soldier‟s block
adjoining „Pibbon‟ on an estate called „Rosehill‟. Originally this estate was broken
into 3 farms but someone sitting at a desk in Sydney decided to take a little off each of
the three and make it four farms and Len got the fourth one. Len named their block
„Ardmonoch‟ meaning „the birth of a saint‟ after his Scottish grandparent‟s farm.
Bruce Estens and following owners have changed the name back to „Rosehill‟. Len
Hosegood married Dorothy. The „Aller‟ house is gone but „Aller Farm‟ one remains.
George moved to a property at Bingara.
„Allambie‟ and „Coolan‟
This property was originally leased by Alfred Maguire and then Anderson family
followed by George Beams and A.A Tera (see early maps), hence Beames Road.
1. „Coolan‟
i. Walter D. C. Matthews (map dated 1911)
ii. Victor Murray- mid to late 1920‟s
iii. Tony Monk
iv. Robert Matthew
2. „Allambie‟ (1047ac)
i. Walter D. C. Matthews
ii. Victor Murray
iii. Noel Murray – 1964/5-1976
iv. Graham Dicks and his wife Lorna (nee Kilfoil)-1976 - 1990ish but leased to
Bobbie Dicks from 1986
v. Bobbie Dicks – 1990ish – 1996
iv. Robert Wood and his wife Gloria (nee Colbran) – 1996
„Allambie‟ and „Coolan‟ were one property originally. This property is on the extreme
boundary of the old „Bearbong Station‟ and part of „Allambie‟ was leased by
Andersons. There is a white boundary post on „Coolan‟.
Matthews
Walter Matthews came to the district firstly as a surveyor; he later purchased
„Coolan‟. Walter killed off many of the pine trees on „Coolan‟ so pasture would grow.
He was also the first trooper at Collie. He had several guns and one is still in the
Gilgandra district.
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Murray
Victor Murray separated this property into two properties, selling half to the Monk
family and keeping half for himself. On „Coolan‟ there is a trig station that was used
by the army, it gave marvellous view of the district and on a good day Mt Canobolas
at Orange could be viewed in the distance. It is understood that trigs are designed so
one can view the next two trig stations from the one you are at.
„Alfafa‟ –and „Nioka‟ previously one property called „Glenmore‟
1. „Glenmore‟
Mr Maguire followed by Peter John Anderson leased this property
i. Andy Corliss and his wife Mary Marcella „Polly‟ (nee Hobbins)-1920
ii. Mr Green
iii. Kelly Mostyn (brother Jim worked with him)
Kelly Mostyn had no children of his own but his brother Jim had two sons. Kelly
divided the property into „Nioka‟ and „Alfalfa‟ for his two nephews; Kevin Mostyn
and Russell Mostyn.
2. „Alfalfa‟
i. Kevin Mostyn (son of Jim Mostyn)
iv. Brian Shaw and Graeme Purvis – 1988-1994
v. Brian Shaw and his wife Jan - 1994
Alan Quayle leased land on Alfalfa while Mr Mostyns owned it.
3. „Nioka‟
i. Russell Mostyn (son of Jim Mostyn)
ii. T.E. Dicks
iii. Bill McAuley
iv. Alan Quayle and his wife Veronica (nee Wales)
Mostyn
The Mostyn family came from England. They dressed „correctly‟ and were often seen
working their farm with suits and ties.
Corliss
Andy Corliss is Ray Corliss grandfather. He was a shearing contractor and came from
Leadville to Bearbong. His wife was known as Polly and her brother was a school
teacher at Bearbong School, Norman Hobbins. It was in 1920 that someone drew
from a ballot a „Green Block‟ at „Bearbong‟ and decided not to take it up so Andy
took it up and called it „Glenmore‟. Andy continued on as a shearing contractor for a
few years. In 1929 Andy moved on to „Eurimbla‟ and the following year he purchased
part of „Longview‟ from Mrs Berryman. Ray Corliss‟s other grandmother; Mrs Eva
Lynch worked for Mrs Berryman in 1910. Her daughter, Doris Castles was born on
„Longview‟.
„Bearbong‟–Listed earlier
„Burrendah‟ (earlier spelling was „Boorandah‟) and „Carramar‟
1. „Burrendah‟
„Burrendah‟ was often referred to as „Dusty‟s old Station‟ on old maps. The property
was subdivided in 1938. There is 800 ac left on „Burrendah‟. The old Café homestead
was built in 1868 with wide boards of pit-sawn timber and the Anderson built on with
cement blocks. Alf and Nell married in 1938 and built the house on „Carramar‟.
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i. John Café and his wife _1868-1906 (approx.)
ii. Mel Barden and his wife Florence (nee Campbell) – 1907-1912 Mel is son of
Sydney Barden, Gilgandra 1st Shire President.
iii. Mr Rolls – 1912
iv. William Anderson and his wife Minnie (nee Dunn) –till 1938
The property was divided between the two sons and became „Burrendah‟ and
„Carramar‟
v. Archibald Anderson and his wife Edna (nee Beames) – 1938-1946
vi. Alf Anderson and his wife Nell (nee Dormer)-1938-1971
vii. Ken Anderson (son) and his wife Jenny (nee Anscombe)-1971-1991
viii. Glenn Hutchison and his wife Marie (nee Bromfield) – 1991-1998
Ian and Tanya Hutchison lived in the old house from Dec 1994-Dec 1996
iv. James Hassall and his wife Penny (nee Feilen) – 1998 Only „Burrendah‟
Anderson Family
Archibald John Anderson married Ethel Emma Pointon on Wednesday 29th August,
1906 at the Methodist Church Curramulka, Yorkes Pennisular, SA. After moving to
Gilgandra they settled at „Avondale‟. Ethel and Archibald had five children: James
Eric, Leslie John, Stanley Roy, Eva Grace, May Joyce and Rita Doris Anderson.
When Archibald died the children had to walk off the farm due to an inability to keep
it functioning and with little money they all went their own ways. Eva and Stan went
back to SA. Eric, May and Rita started off in Sydney then May went to Orange while
Rita returned to Gilgandra. Les and Stan served in WWII. Rosalie Molkentin (nee
Wheaton) has the old Anderson chair (passed down from mother Rita) that came out
on the boat when the „Burrendah‟ Andersons came to Australia. She also has the
family Bible presented to Mrs Archibald Anderson by Carramulka Methodist School
with best wishes for her future welfare and as a token of her esteem…. also in
recognition of her long and valued services as a teacher in the school. September 25th
1906.
2. „Carramar‟
i. Alf Anderson and his wife Nell (nee Dormer) – 1938-1978.
ii. Ken Anderson (son) and his wife Jenny (nee Anscombe) - 1971-1991
iii. Glenn Hutchison and his wife Marie (nee Bromfield) – 1991-1998
iv. James Hassall and his wife Penny (nee Feilen) - 1998-1999
v. Tom Volkofsky (Rowans and Beth Volkofsky) Only „Carramar‟
Alf and Peter John Anderson were 2nd cousins. Alf lived on „Carramar‟. They were
active members for the Flora Reserve. Alf, Lyle and Ken ran the property in
partnership until Ken and Jenny married in 1971. James and Penny Hassall wanted
only „Burrendah‟ but had to buy both properties and then sold „Carramar‟
„Elm Park‟
i. Bill Scholz –around 1920 – 1957
ii. Laurence „Mick‟ Armstrong and his wife Emily (nee Bailey)- 1957-1981
iii. Les Kelly and his wife Jean „Dolly‟ (nee Armstrong)- 1981-2000
iv. Col Thomas 2000 (this land is adjoined to „Longview‟ now)
Bill took up this land and built a house on it. The property name was possible from his
previous family property. His parents, Johann Goddleib Scholz and his wife Emma
had 12 children and Bill was the eldest. Emma was a midwife. They came from 300ac
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at Jindera and settled 3 miles east of Gilgandra on a property they named „Hillside‟
with 2500acs in 1897. The journey took 3 weeks by wagon and sulky. „Hillside‟ was
later cut up into soldier settlement blocks after WW1. Johann retained „Deep Creek‟
Emil went to 2500acs at „Oakwood‟ while Bill went to „Elm Park on 640acs. Both
Bill and Emil started out by living in tents. Bill‟s neighbours were George Head, the
Hosegood family and Eddie and Iris Semmler and son Maurice. Bill grew wheat, ran
merino sheep and had an experimental plot which included „Old Man Saltbush‟,
cotton and wheat. He bred five new varieties of wheat and was a keen exhibitor at
shows, helped with exhibits and was later a judge of wheat, oats and vegetables.
Although he had little formal education his wheat breeding won him the respect of
academics and he was offered a job at the agricultural university in Brisbane. The
Department of Agriculture recognized his ability by issuing him a Cereal Specialists
Certificate. In 1957 Bill sold the property to Mick Armstrong while he moved to
„Deep Creek‟ with brother, Emil and his wife Martha Elizabeth (nee Schulz) who had
by now purchased the property from his parents in 1927. Emil and Martha had three
children; Wilfred, Edna and Jean. Bill retired to live there whilst still owning Sandy
Creek on the back Bearbong Road. Bill died in 1965 and left Sandy Creek to Edna
Molkentin (his niece). She sold it in 2007 to Charlie and Thea Newberry. Emil and
Martha Scholz looked forward to the yearly event at Bearbong tennis courts to watch
Iris Semmler (NSW hard-court champion) play Stuart Anderson of „Gara‟. Emil died
in 1964.
„Gara‟ –Listed in front of book
„Glenn Yarra‟
i. Cyril Skinner
ii. Bob Skinner
iii. Andy Roach and his wife Ellen (nee Stephens) - 1999
This block was taken up as a soldier settlement block after WW1 by Cyril Skinner
who was later killed in an accident at the Tooraweenah Crossroads. His son Bob took
over the property after his father died but he leased it to Andy Roach for many years.
„Gundy‟ and „Woolgrove‟
„Gundy‟ and „Woolgrove‟ were one property originally. Parts of these properties were
originally leased by the Maguire and then Anderson family
1. „Gundy‟
i.. Ted Monk
ii. Laurie Monk
iii. Tony and Chris Monk
The property is now leased by Ben Gale and his wife (nee Monk)
2. „Woolgrove‟
i. Alf Dicks
ii. Henry Elmo Dicks (see old maps)
iii. Laurie Monk and his wife Gwen
iv. Tony Monk and his wife Chris
Tony and Chris have retired to Queensland and their daughters and their families
sharefarm the properties. (Ben Gale and Ken Purvis).
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„Hillgrove‟ (subdivided from „Kiewa‟)
i. Des Semmler (younger brother to Eddie) – not married
ii. Tom Quayle and his wife Hannah (nee Morris) – 1950
iii. Quayle Family (Hannah still lives in the homestead at 92 years of age).
The Quayle‟s emigrated from the Isle of Man. Tom Quayle and Hannah raised their
five children on this property:-Merle, Brian, Gwen, Allan and Ross. There had two
brothers (Brian and Keith Hill) who came from England in the Big Brother scheme as
farm workers. Brian worked on „Hillgrove‟ and Married Merle Quayle while Keith
worked for Semmlers.
Schools
There was a school on this block that was used by the Semmlers and their neighbours.
It was on the southern corner between „Greenwoodvale‟ and „Woodside‟, opposite
„Hilgrove‟ mailbox. There was another school on „Greenwoodvale‟ near a large
Kurrajong tree. Mr Gleeson (1909) taught at this school for half a day and then
walked to the school at „Bearbong Station‟ and taught there for half a day. Harry Dick
rode a horse to this school. There was another school on „Rising Farm‟, opposite
„Morahmee‟ gate where an old cottage ruins marks the spot. This school closed and
after two years Bill Bailey organized another school to open at „Yarrandale‟ as the
„children had been running wild for two years‟.
„Karingal‟–Listed in first part of book
„Kiewa‟
i. Maguire‟s may have owned this property originally.
ii. Mr Gustav Adolf (Alf) Semmler and his wife Lydia (nee Klinge)-1908.
iii. Ron Semmler
iv. Allan Hassall and his wife Gwen (nee Wilson) – 1953-1969
v. Keith Hassall and his wife Penny (nee Wise) – 1969 – 2004 (Penny died 2004)
vi. Keith Hassall – 1969 Keith owns both „Kiewa‟ and „Bearbung‟ (their spelling)
vii. James Hassall and wife Penny (nee Feilen) – Partnership with Keith on „Kiewa‟
but owner of „Burrendah‟.
„Kiewa‟ was possible named after the Kiewa Valley. It was originally 25,000 ac and
was a separate property to „Bearbong Station‟.
640ac blocks behind „Kiewa‟
„Kiewa‟ had a strip of properties behind it and „Bearbong Station‟ that were
approximately 640ac each. They were Soldier settlement blocks granted after the war.
Some of these properties are owned by Don Stokes „Oakland‟ and Hosegoods „Aller‟.
Bill and Mary (nee Organ) Cooper‟s „Gundary‟. The Cooper children are Gwen,
Frank, Anne, Jean, Allan and Neal. „Wattlevale‟ belonged to Harold Keen, then Bill
McCauley, then Russell Mostyn and now Terry Cotter. Roy Raglus may have lived
there as well.
Semmlers
Alf and Lydia Semmler had five children including Enid, Eddie, Des, Ron and Rep.
The shearing shed was built about 1944. Alf divided the property into two properties.
Two thirds (1802 ac) went to Ron as his father lived on the place and shared it with
him. One third (900 ac) went to Des and it is now called „Hillgrove‟. Alf died on the
property on 27.10.1943 and Lydia died 4.11.1946; both are buried in Gilgandra.
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Marie McKecknie‟s family lived on this property in Semmler‟s day. Lillian and
Mavis Anderson were twin sisters belonging to William Anderson of „Burrendah‟.
Lillian married Ron Semmler and they lived on „Kiewa‟ for a while. Mavis married
Mr Oehm.
Hassalls
Allan and Gwen Hassall came from Ungarie originally. They owned „Karingal‟ from
1942-1946 then they purchased a property at Curban from 1946 till 1953. After that
they purchased „Kiewa‟ from Ron Semmler. Mr and Mrs Merve Mason came with the
property, they lived in the 2 front rooms of the main house and Mrs Mason was house
helper while Mr Mason was the farm helper.

„Kiewa‟ homestead in 2010.
Photo: Penny Hassall
„Koorawong‟ and „Sunshine‟
This property is thought to be part of the original Bearbong Station and was later
called „Koorawong‟. The Maguire family, followed by the Anderson family leased
this land.
i. Jim B. Dicks (his son is Bob Dicks Snr)
ii. R.C. (Bob) Dicks (Snr)
ii. Arthur Booth and his wife Pat (Brother the Ted Booth, father was also Arthur, a
baker in Sydney).
iii. Allan and Gwen Hassall - 1964
iv. Keith and Penny Hassall – „Koorawong‟ - 1969
v. John Seale and his wife Heather (nee Hassall) –1978
„Longview‟, „Longview East‟, „Clydesdale‟ and „Eurimbla‟
„Eurimbla‟ has 4 sections to it and is on the eastern side „Longview‟. „Clydesdale‟ is
on the Southern end of „Eurimbla‟. „Longview‟ was partly leased by Maguires and
then Anderson. The other part was leased by George Berryman.
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1. “Longview‟
i. Campbell Ferguson and his wife Mary Ferguson – 1908-?
ii. Walton Keyte
iii. George Beams and A. A. Tera (see map cancelled 1901)
iv. John Café (see map cancelled 1901)
v.. Moses Thomas- 1920-? The Matthew family were caretakers.
vi. Walter Thomas (Moses‟ sons)
vii. Cliff Wheatley and his wife Gertrude (nee Rankmore)– 1954/5- ?
viii. Hector and Anne Thomas until Hectors death ix. Colin (son) and Anne Thomas (Mother).
Wheatley
The Wheatley‟s built the house on „Longview‟. The original home was an old pise
home behind this. Biralbung Hut was close to the creek.
2. „Clydesdale‟
i. George Stockings in partnership with George Lynch and their wives – 1920-1922ish
ii. Moses Thomas
Stockings
George Stockings had George Lynch as his worker. He came from Victoria with
William Stockings. William‟s sons were Albert (Shirley Mudford‟s father) and
George. George started farming at Balladoran then went to Bearbong. They went
through hard times and George moved to Wagga Wagga to a dairy farm for a while
before returning to Victoria.
Lynch
George Lynch and children (includes Wally and Phil Lynch) lived at „Clydesdale‟ on
the Southern end of what is now „Longview‟. After the partnership ended, Lynch‟s
then moved to „Morahmee‟ where they rented a home until they took over Ewers shop
at the Bearbong Village site. Phil Lynch worked on „Kiewa‟, „Rising Farm‟ and
„Morahmee‟.
3. „Eurimbla‟
i. George Stockings -1909- ?
ii. Charlie Francis
iii. George Berryman (see 1911 map)
iv. Bob Berryman
v. J. H. Hitchen (See 1927 map)
vi. Andy Corliss and his wife „Polly‟ (nee Hobbins) – 1936/7 – 1953/4
vii. Mr Elwin (father of Wally)
viii. Col Thomas 1960/61
Berryman
Mrs Berryman came from Ireland as a widower. She had been married to Jim Travis.
She met Mr Berryman and they ran a hotel together. Later, after Mr Berryman died,
she married Mr Hoskings. Mrs Berryman purchased „Longview‟ when she was 77
years old and had it for 11 years. She was 88 years old in 1921 when she died on the
property with dementia. Her son was Bob Berryman and he never married.
Corliss
Andy Corliss purchased „Longview‟ off Bob Berryman in 1936/7. He sold „Eurimbla‟
and „Longview‟ in 1953/4 when he purchased „Mayglen‟ on the Collie Road, a
property he had leased for 4 years previously. Apparently gold and opals were found
at the back of „Eurimbla‟. It is believed that the timber for the Bearbong hall came
from „Eurimbla‟ and was provided by Andy Corliss.

74

The Andersons Stand

Sure at Bearbong – Celebrating 100 years – 1910-2010

4. „Longview East‟
i. Noel Wheatley and his wife Dorothy (nee Taylor) -1966
Wheatley
The Wheatley‟s changed the property name that they were on to „Longview East‟ to
make it distinct from the Thomas block of „Longview‟. The Wheatley children were
Noel, Lois (now Jones), June, Vernon, Pam and Eddie.
„Morahmee‟
„Morahmee‟ was originally part of the Bearbong run but not Anderson section of
1910. The following were owners
i. Mr. Maguire.
ii. Mr. Bob Moad - ?-1920
iii. Eddie Semmler (born 1897) and his wife Iris – 1920-?.
iv. Maurice Semmler (born 1929) and his wife Joy (born 1931).
v. Trevor Semmler and his wife. ?-1991
vi. Maurice and Joy Semmler -1991-1996
vii. Joy Semmler. 1996-2004
viii. Greg Semmler and his wife Lynne – 2004
Moad
Mr Moad built the woolshed. It was well planned and well constructed. He had a
mark on the woolshed showing the level of the 1920 flood so it built prior to 1920.
Semmler
Joy Semmler was the 6th child of 8 children of Will Howard of „Passchendaele‟.
„Morahmee‟ was a mixed farming enterprise of wheat, sheep, cattle and pigs. Keith
Hill was a farm hand. Maurice and Joy retired to the Glass House Mountains and left
the farm for Trevor to run. In 1991, Trevor was tragically killed in a farm accident so
Joy and Maurice returned to run the farm again. Maurice died in 1996 so Joy ran the
farm with the help of her family for the next 8 years. Greg took over in 2004. They
have four boys and live on part of „Wallumburrawang‟ called „Breeza‟. They have 4
children. Two of the boys, Toby and Bradley live in the „Morahmee‟ homestead.

The present home on Morahmee, 2010
Photo: John Mudford
„Mountain View‟
(subdivided to „Passchendaele‟, „Murdill‟, „Mountain View‟ and „Halmur Holme‟)

i. A.W. Lewis -1897
ii. John Howard and his wife Harriet - 1908
iii. William John Luther Howard (Will) and his wife Minnie (nee Fenton) – 1920
Subdivison
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1. ‘Mountain View’
i. Stan Howard – 1920
ii. Robert Bradford – 1951
iii. Pat Carolan - 1954
iv. Len „Richard‟ Hosegood – 1973
v. Len and Moira McKenzie
2. ‘Passchendaele’
i.. William Howard
ii. Ken Howard and his wife Jessie (nee Stanley) - 1977
3. ‘Halmur Holme’
i. Harry Howard and his wife Muriel (nee Dunlop)- 1920
ii. Ken and Graham Howard – 1949
iii. Ken and his wife Jessie (nee Stanley) - 1955
iv. Chris Howard and his wife Robyn (nee Collison) - 1985
4. ‘Murdill’
i. Cliff Howard – 1921
ii. John Howard and Maude (nee Vidler)– 1926
iii. Robert Thorne and wife Valmai (nee Edgar) (See later section)
iv. Valmai Thorne – 1942
v. Len Roach – 1950
vi. Lister Ormsby – 1982
vii. Larry and Dianne Priddis – 1986
viii. Steve Hutchison (a shearer)
Howard
The Howards arrived two years before the Anderson but the families became firm
friends. John Howard married Ellen Smith (she died) then Maude Vidler. In 1908,
John and Maude started out on „Mountain View‟ and set up a saw-mill and cut and
sold timber from their property to Gilgandra and district. The Biddon school and
church were constructed from this timber. The first wheat crop was grown in 1910
around the homestead but it was a dry year. Their 8 children attended Biddon school.
John subdivided “Mountain View” into four properties for his older sons as listed
above. Harry married the teacher at Biddon School, Muriel Dunlop. A school was
started by the Howard family on „Halmur Holme‟.
History of Murder in Rouses Time
„Murdill‟ was originally called „Murder Hill‟. It received this name from a murder
that took place on the property and because it was part of the dilly hills.
When the previous owner, Mr. Rouse, had Bearbong Station, he employed a very
trusted aboriginal shepherd named „Supple Jack‟ known for his agility. He was
blamed for the murder of a couple in 1871.
This couple, William and Charlotte Jarvis, set out to work as a station hand for Mr
Alex Ferguson‟s property of Windurong (Youlbong), between Gulargambone and
Tooraweenah. They were coming from Mendooran and were passing through
Bearbong district. The man wore a cabbage tree hat and he and his wife wore a simple
cotton dress she had made and pushed a wooden cart or pram with their possessions in
it. They rested the night under the luscious grape vines at Bearbong. Charlotte, who
had long red hair, pinned an arrangement of grape leaves to her cotton frock. When
they set off the following day the met Supple Jack, an aboriginal who lived in a
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humpy at „Mountain View‟ and also Simon Gray who worked for Mr. Maguire,
helping him breed his horses. Supple Jack offered to show the couple a short cut so
they followed him. They were never seen alive again. Supple Jack went walk about
and resided near the Warrumbungle Mountain Range.
Mr Ferguson became concerned that they had become lost so after some weeks a
search was begun to discover why they did not arrive. About six weeks after this, just
on dusk, Simon Gray, a stockman unduly fond of rum, camped on the boundary of
what is now „Murdill‟ and „Mountain View‟ had an apparition, noticing a vague shape
of a woman hovering over water in the middle of a dam with a bunch of artificial
grapes pinned to her cotton dress. He also saw what he described as white ghostly
horses jumping from crag to crag. This scared him and he reported his sighting to the
property owner of „Mountain View‟, Mr Howard. The white horses were explained as
the wild white goats in the region but the lady is a mystery.
In 1872, Mr. Richardson from Biddon was out shooting wallabies when one went into
a cave wounded. He followed it in and grabbed what he thought was the wallaby‟s tail
and pulled it out. It was the red locks of a women‟s hair. The search concentrated on
this area and the body of the woman was found in a nearby cave.
Some suspected her husband of murder but then suspicion for the murder fell on
Supple Jack who had often voluntarily acted as a guide when people passed through
this area. He was taken to court and questioned. Mr. Maguire went to Mudgee Court
to vouch for the character of his worker and finally he was discharged due to lack of
evidence. As the man‟s body was not found, people then thought he must have
murdered his wife. However on Supple Jack‟s death bed it is told that he confessed to
the murder and told where the man‟s remains were. It is told that he died while being
chased by police in the Warrumbungles where he jumped over a cliff. The lower part
of the murdered man‟s body was found in a hollow log at the back of Spion Kopje in
the Dillys in 1877 by a prospector looking for gold. This was verified from papers,
pants and possessions found and the enquiry was reopened. To support this story, in
1937, the Howard family found parts of the upper half of his body (teeth and bones)
in the cave hidden by a large Morton Bay Fig tree about 2 miles from the stump.
„Peters Park‟ (Off Gundy Creek Road)
This was part of „Bearbong Station‟ as leased by Alfred Maguire then the Anderson
family.
i. William M. Stephens
ii. Cyrus Peters ?-1963
iii. John Jenkins and his wife Helen – 1963-1999
iv. John Oxer 1999-2004
v. Peter Mackintosh – 2004
Stephens
William Stevens was a butcher in Dubbo. The names „Peters Park‟ came from Cyrus
Peters. He used to cut the Cyprus Pine and take it into his saw mill in Dubbo.
Jenkins
John Jenkins had been on Miles Hannon‟s property, „Waiontha‟ prior to his marriage
and before purchasing „Peters Park‟.
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„Wallumburrawang‟ and „Breeza‟ (subdivision)
Although Mr Maguire owned this, it was not part of Bearbong Station that Andersons
purchased in1910.
1. „Wallumburrawang‟
„Wallumburrawang‟ run was originally 30,000 ac and reached into the Warrumbungle
Mountain range. When it was a squatters run it was held by James Walker in 1848
and then about 1880 or 1890 brothers Richard and George Rouse held it. After that it
was split up into smaller areas and is now 3,000ac. „Breeza‟ was part of it originally.
i.. James Walker – 1848
ii. Richard and George Rouse – 1880 or 1890
iii. John Luckie and Jessie (nee Eames) - Lived on „Blairgowrie‟, drawn by John
Luckie in a ballot in 1896.
iv. Rupert Luckie and his wife Margaret (nee McKellar)
v. Geoffrey Luckie and his wife Margaret (nee Elsom)
vi. Graeme Luckie and his wife Jenny (nee Moore)
2. „Breeza‟
i. Maguire family (leasehold by Joseph)
ii. Joe Maguire (son)
iii. Geoff Rouse and his wife Enid (nee Semmler) and brother Harold Rouse – 1920
iv. Rupe Luckie and his wife Margaret (nee McKellar)
vi. Greg (Joy Semmler‟s son) and Lynne Semmler live on „Breeza‟
Between 1900 and 1910, the Maguires had an ostrich farm that was quite famous
(similar to the one at „Juggah‟, Gilgandra). The ostrich plumes were used in fashion
and as dusters. The Cummins family and relatives also had an ostrich farm with a
special ostrich proof fence. They began by hatching their own chicks from eggs to
begin with.
„Ridgeway‟
This property was leased by Edward Maguire but the Andersons did not continue the
lease.
„Rising Farm‟
This farm was not part of the Bearbong Run.
i. Harry Cleaver - 1910
ii. Pat Woods Snr
iii. Pat Woods Jnr.
iv. Rayford (Rep) Semmler (Eddies brother) and wife Lerion (nee Edwards from
Balladoran) -1928-1940
v. Hector and Colin Thomas 1951
Semmler
Rep Semmler died after a freak accident on a cold frosty morning as he raced back
inside after milking the cows with his bucket in hand. He slipped and hit his temple
and died instantly. He was in his 40‟s. The property was share-farmed by Maurice and
Eddie Semmler. Rep and Lerion had 4 children (Coraleen married a Max Stockings,
Robyn married Mick Walton, Francis then Nanette married Robert Nalder). Later
Robyn and Mick Walton leased the property.
Thomas
Today Col Thomas runs both „Longview‟ and „Rising Farm‟ as one property. Andy
Roach leased „Rising Farm‟ and „Woodside‟ for a time.
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The ruins of „Rising Farm‟ as seen today
Photos credit: John Mudford
„Rockfern‟ (originally had 2 other names „Gundy‟ and „Keejoween‟).
This property had been leased by the Maguire family but was sold to Dicks before
Andersons came so it was not part of „Bearbong Station‟ of 1910 era.
i. Mr Maguire
ii. Robert Charles Dicks (Snr) and his wife Louisa (nee Brooks)– 1898-1933
iii. Daniel Dudley Dicks– 1933-1978 Then ran as an estate after Dan‟s death
iv. Robert Charles (Bob) Dicks (son of Dan) – 1978-1996
v. Quayle family -1997
Dicks Family.
Robert Charles Dicks Snr was born at Penrith in 1866, the youngest child of 11. His
father was 61 year old when he was born. The family moved to Cudgegong in 1878.
Bob first paid job was after his father died in 1883. He got a penny a loaf to deliver
bread to houses. Bob went on droving trips with his brothers to Mendooran and
Coonabarabran where he met his wife Louisa Brooks in 1892. Bob got an original
grant of 40 ac at Bearbong and called it „Rockfern‟. He expanded his land to nearly
1000 ac in his life time. Bob and Louisa had 9 children but baby Louise died in 1905
and William (10 years) died in an accident in 1913 when he fell from a load of wheat
as the wheels hit a depression in the road. Louisa dies in 1920 of pneumonia. Son, Alf
had „Woolgrove‟ until he dies of pneumonia in 1926. Another son, Jim, owned the
property next door, „Yarrandale‟. He built the house. These members of the family are
buried in the Dicks family cemetery on „Rockfern‟. Harry and Daniel spent many
years farming at Bearbong. Harry was a great sportsman especially with cricket and
tennis.

Photo Credit: Dicks family history book loaned by Graham Dicks
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The „Old Farm‟ paddock was cleared by R. C Dicks Snr and it had to be grubbed out
to 9 inches above ground or burned as there were n stump jump ploughs.
There used to be a „pony fence‟ on „Rockfern‟ where the fence was constructed of all
horizontal slabs and were rally low, just high enough to keep sheep in but not cattle.
The Dicks family owned „Rockfern‟, „Sunshine‟ (R.C. Dicks Snr), „Ellimatta‟ and
„Woolgrove‟ (Alf Dicks). Allan and Ross Quayle run this farm today.

Map submitted by Bob Dicks. The following No‟s and information link to this map.
1. Wallumburrawang Creek
2. Cassidy‟s well and old saw mill site. Up to 40 people used to work and live within
a mile radius. In dry times people would come to Cassidy‟s well to get water because
of its softness.
3. Ewers Store later Lynchs‟ Store
4. Bearbong Hall (see section on the Bearbong Hall for the history of how it was
built)
5. Land allocated for Bearbong township
6. Bearbong School
7. Bearbong Road
8. Gundy Creek
9. Gold in Quarts was found
10. Proposed railway line
11. Original settlement of 40 ac. This land was purchased by Robert Dicks (Snr)
provided the land was donated to a recreation area.
12. Old Mudgee-Coonamble Road. Up till recent times the mailman used parts of this
track or in wet weather before the Bearbong Road was tarred, all residents chose this
track past Rising Farm area.
13. Present „Rockfern‟ house
14. Old cricket ground at Bearbong
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„Sharopher Hills‟, „Sharopher Vale‟ and „Ellimatta‟
(Off Gundy Creek Road, then Beam‟s Road) This property was leased by the Maguire
family followed by the Anderson family.
i. Tom Dicks (old maps have R.C, Alf Dicks and Thomas Dicks)
ii. Cliff Beames – 1970ish
iii. Alby Clements and his wife Ruth – 1970ish- 1978
iv. Diane and Ron Quealy – 1978-1979
v. Diane Quealy 1979-2004
vi. John Crechetti, Juan and „Dino‟ - 2004
Mr Beames built the house on „Ellimatta‟. Alby Clements had an accident while
grinding at his woolshed. The wheel flew apart and that resulted in him loosing an
eye. Diane Quealy changed the name as Markey‟s property was also called
„Ellimatta‟. „Sharopher‟ is a combination of her two children: Sharon and
Christopher.
„Wyanna‟
„Wyanna‟ is thought to be part of Bearbong Station and has 2250ac. Mr. Maguire
followed by Peter John Anderson would have leased it.
i. Fred Brook and his wife Minnie (nee Martin) sister to Stuart Anderson‟s wife
Marjory.
ii. Paul Brook (Fred‟s son)
iii. Bill Sheridan - 1973
iv. Len Hobden and his wife Cheryl (nee Howard) – 1973-1992
v. Rod and Hillary Loxley (Farm-stay Bed & Breakfast Accommodation)- 1992-2001
vi. Tony and Chris Monk - 2001
Sherridan
When Bill Sheridan owned „Wyanna‟ he had share farmers on the place. Bill was
from Wellington. Some of the share farmers were Len Corby who leased it for 6 years
from 1949. His son is Boyd Corby. Don Elwin (His brother was Wally Elwin). Mick
Neilson share farmed it till 1973
Monk - Purvis
Ken Purvis and his wife Paula (nee Monk) lease „Wyanna‟ - 2002
„Yarrandale‟
„Yarrandale‟ is 1172 ac but approximately 400 ac, was part of Old Bearbong Station
as leased by Maguire and then Andersons, the rest was separate. See maps.
i. Ted and Jack K. Jones -about 1905 -1909 (obtained by ballot)
ii. William „Bill‟ Bailey (b1868) and his wife Selene (nee Druitt) – 1909 (bought for
300 pounds. (See story below)
iii. Harold Rouse (Geoff Rouse & his wife Enid nee Semmler lived there)- 1927-1952
iv. Gordon Rodway and his wife Heather – 1952- 1977
v. Keith and his wife Penny Hassall – 1977-1985
vi. Graeme Purvis and his wife Pamela – 1985
„Yarrandale‟ headstones were made on site by an illiterate old fellow. There was a
paddock called Dead Horse Flat which was opposite the „Yarrandale‟ homestead. It
had good sweet soil and even today is used to rest stallions. It got the name when two
stallions fought and killed each other while their respective broods of mares continued
grazing.
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Baileys
William (Bill) Bailey and Selene had 7 children and there were only three rooms in
the house built of bush slabs. William added four more rooms, a front verandah and a
tennis court. The house was said to be haunted. As it was 22 miles from Gilgandra,
most shopping was done when the Indian Hawker made his visit with goods in his
wagon. He camped on the property. Bill and his sons Lance and Joseph helped build a
one room school house at Bearbong. Lance was a water-diviner and found an
underground stream and dug a well to water the homestead and stock. The Bailey
family purchased „Sunshine‟ for Jasper Bailey after WW1. „Yarrandale‟ had to be
sold after William died in 1926/7 as bills could not be met. The Bailey girls were
traumatized by Peter John Anderson‟s Hereford bull that used to chase them on the
way home from school. The following is extracts from a letter by Lance Bailey, son
of William Bailey.
AN EXTRACT FROM A LETTER WRITTEN BY LANCE BAILEY TO HIS SISTER ALICE.
(The Youngest in the Family)

I think we shifted from the "Old Farm" on Bearbong in August 1908, I cut it into
a pine tree later when I began to write, Clem was about 9 months old & took his first
steps after we shifted here, you began to walk at Balladoran
Dad was the first Bailey to Gil; followed by Albert, George, Andy, Grandfather,
Sasah Jean Smith, Joe etc.
Dad bought "Yarrandale" off young Jack Jones, old Jack (Jasper) was the
Father, Young Jack won the block in a ballot about 1905 I think and mortgaged it to Mr
Ferguson of "Longview" I think for ƒ300 & they wanted to get them off it or their
money back as there was very little improvements done.
There was a 3 room hut built of split timber out of the bush, one room had a dirt
floor. Dad put 2 rooms & a verandah on front & little later added the back portion.
I well remember Dad telling Mom he had bought a farm when he & Jas came
home from work. I remember what they said to each other etc.
Jack J offered it to Dad as they were on their way to work & Dad having no
money, only laughed it off, but when he got to work he told Mr. Ferguson "I nearly
bought a farm this morning", He said "where", Dad said "Jack Jones", Mr F said "buy it,
buy it", Dad said I haven’t any money, F put his hand in his pocket & gave Dad half crown
& said when Jack comes along offer him this as a holding fee & I'll be nearby to witness
it & shake hands on it etc. & F also said I'll back you for another 300 Pounds as Jack
owed that much to them, Old Jasper tried to get out of it when he learned what his son
had done but the 2/6 deposit & Ferguson as a witness cut the grass from under them so
Dad & Co had a home....
The orchard was gone in 1930 & the place looked like a desert even then, Rouse
was so cleaver he pruned the old trees too heavily & it was a dry time & so they were
destroyed, the trees growing in the front of the house on the roadway were barren
when I was last through that way.
Much love to you both from us both
Lance & Joy

Rouses
Geoff and Enid Rouse purchased „Yarrandale‟ for 4 pounds 10 shillings per ac. Geoff.
His son Bruce lived in a little house. Geoff and Harold were brothers.
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Rodways
Gordon was unsuccessful in a ballot for a soldier settlers blocks so decided to
purchase a property. At that time the property was 1172 acres recognized as hard
country of doubtful rainfall and not suitable for pasture improvement. Gordon put his
previous experience from the Temora district of establishing pastures in a low rainfall
area into practice. He grew lucerne and sub-clover on 700 acres and built up his
breeding flock. Mr. Gordon Rodway went on to win many contests with his merino
sheep. The Rodway family sold the property in 1977.

1955 Heather and Gordon Rodway and family became the proud owners of this new
(second-hand) car- a navy blue 1936 model Plymouth, purchased from a neighbour,
Stuart Anderson of „Gara‟. This was a major upgrade for the family, as previously
their only vehicle had been the Chevrolet Truck. Rosalie (5 ½ years old) and Beverley
(2 years old).are dressed in their lovely red tartan skirts and toning red jumpers
(Photo courtesy Rosalie Drover nee Rodway)

“Yarrandale” homestead when Andersons were neighbours in 1924.
(Photos courtesy Rosalie Drover nee Rodway)
Purvis
Graeme Purvis has his origins in this district, his great grandmother, being Harriett
Morgan of „Glencoe‟, Breelong and his great grandfather was William Walden a well
known Cobb and CO driver of Gilgandra and Dubbo.
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„Woodside‟ and „Greenwoodvale‟
1. Woodside
i.. Ross and Val Barden (Mel)?
ii. Bill Burrell and his wife (Children are Nel Webster and Jack Snr)
iii. Jack Johnson (Jackna) and his wife Eddie (Teddy) (nee Cooper) -1950‟s.
Johnson
Jackna Johnson was burnt to death. He had been handling hay that mice had been in
so he applied some kerosene to his bath water to stop the itch and it caught alight.
2. Greenwoodvale
i. Johnny Café (see map cancelled 1910) on Back Bearbung Run
ii. Mr Pye
3. „Woodside‟- „Greenwoodvale‟ combined
i. Bert Cooke and his wife Margaret (nee Sterelney) - 1948
ii. Albert Cooke and his wife Heather (nee Oehm) - 1976
Cooke
Two properties were combined as one and called „Woodside‟.
Albert and Heather Cooke have set up a fishery of Silver Perch in large dams. They
are delivered live to Sydney to Chinese Restaurants. They also have a Dohne Stud and
run Murray Grey cows. The 2009-10 floods were the most devastating flood on their
fences in their memory as out of 35 paddocks only 2 were left stock proof. The water
spread to 2 klms across.

9. „Lock Leven‟
During the later part of 1917 Roy and Minnie Anderson took up farming at „Lock
Leven‟ approximately 20 klm south of Bearbong.
The property comprised of portion 41 in the parish of Breelong, County of Gowan,
with an area of 795 acres. This was extended to 945 acres during the late 1920‟s by
acquisitions of 150 acres of crown land adjoining the north end of portion 41.
The original homestead at „Lock Leven‟ was built by the Healey family in 1870 and
consisted of two rooms made entirely from hand hewn local timber with a thatched
roof. It consisted of two rooms and a thatched roof made entirely from hand hewed
local timber. The second home was built half a mile from the original one but closer
to the creek. It was built by Paddy Riley in 1890. It was on the banks of the creek, half
a mile from the original house. It was built from Cyprus pine slab timber cut with
cross cut saw, broad axe and adze. The home was then put together with horizontal
slabs. The kitchen and living area had a large open fire place across the end of the
room with mud lining about 1m up the walls and on the fire place hearth. In 1920 the
floods came up to the back steps of the home. The floor was originally dirt but a board
floor was laid when sawn timber became available. Improvements were made over
the years from 1917 to accommodate the growing family:- Joy, Kelvin (1918),
Gwenoth (1924), Roland (1926) and Bernard (1929).
Times were hard and the family needed to be self sufficient to survive these years.
The property was sold to Vic and Vera McEwen in 1944/5. The Gilmour families of
„Happy Valley‟ are the present owners.
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Roy and Min moved in with the Semmlers for a while, then into „Karingal‟ again. In
1946 they retired to Engadine then Hurstville and Allawah in 1951 and Black Springs,
Oberon in 1954 then back to Allawah and onto Beverley Hills in 1986. Minnie died in
1976 and Roy died in a nursing home in 1978.

From Breelong and Her Neighbours by John and Cheryl Mudford

10. „Pinedale‟
Pinedale was purchased in 1904 by John and Sarah Mudford. It was passed down to
Leslie Mudford when John Snr died in 1931. Les married Gladys Anderson in 1937
and the couple raised their four children there: Beth, June, Rhonda and John. The
Estate was then passed onto John Mudford. John married Cheryl Paynter in 1970.
They raised their two children there and also purchased the adjoining property
„Breelong‟. The two properties were sold by 1998. Cheryl and John moved to Dubbo.
During Gladys‟ time on „Pinedale‟, the 500 acres was self sufficient, needing only an
occasional trip to Gilgandra for supplies like sugar or flour. The raised pigs, cows,
sheep and grew cereal crops, fruit, and vegetables. Gladys made most of the clothing
and had a good flower garden to adorn the 1920 homestead. A tennis court beside the
home was well used for social functions. Both Gladys and Les were active in the
Church of Christ and Methodist/Uniting Churches. John left school to help Les on the
farm at the end of 1962. In 1963, Les purchased „Garthowen‟ 23 klms away and both
farms were run together. Just over one year after John left school, his dad died with a
brain tumor in Feb. 1964. Gladys was quite able to help John run the two farms until
she moved into Gilgandra in 1970. Her home at 77 Wamboin Street was sold in 1995
and Gladys went to live with June and Jim Thorne where she died in 1998.
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Taken from Breelong and Her Neighbours by Cheryl and John Mudford.

11. Gilgandra Cemetery
Shirley Marks has found the co-ordinates for the cemetery location of the following
Anderson relatives
Portion of Cemetery No
code
1. Stuart Anderson
2. Marjory Anderson
3. Ronald Anderson
4. Jean & Ken Bunter
6. Gladys & Les Mudford

Lawn
Lawn
Presbyterian
Presbyterian
Uniting

12. Gilgandra Town Sites
A tour will be provided if time permits
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Alexander & Sarah Anderson & Children
Back Row: Ethel Bartram (nee Anderson), Peter John Anderson, Clem Anderson,
James Anderson, Bert & Hilder Mudge (nee Anderson)
Front Row: Annie Bartram (nee Anderson), Alex Anderson, Sarah Anderson (nee
Short), Sarah Maud Grave (nee Anderson).

William & Maria Mudge & Family
Back Row: John Mudge, Herbert Mudge, Clarice Berryman, Edgar Mudge, Ethel
Pohlner, Emma Ward, Peter Anderson
Front Row: Annie Mudge (nursing Jean Mudge), Maria Mudge (holding Roy
Anderson), William Mudge (holding Gordon Anderson), Beatrice Anderson (nee
Mudge nursing Edgar Anderson)
Sitting on Rug: Arnold Mudge, Melville Mudge, Les Anderson.
Photos Courtesy of Roly Anderson
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Peter & Beatrice Anderson & Family – Bearbong 1922
Back Row: Roy Anderson, Minnie Anderson (nee Vanstone), Gordon Anderson, Keith Anderson, Edgar
Anderson
Middle Row: Stuart Anderson, Ethel Anderson, Peter John Anderson (Father), Beatrice Ellen Anderson
(Mother), Muriel Anderson
Front Row: Marjory Anderson (nee Martin), Joy Anderson, Gladys Anderson, Kel Anderson, Elsie
Anderson
Photo Courtesy of Bev Anderson

Miller Street, Gilgandra 1944
Photo Courtesy of Roly Anderson
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Ancestors of Peter John Anderson

Peter
Anderson

Alexander
Anderson

b. 31 Dec 1838
d. 26 May 1922

b. 17 Sep 1808
d. 6 Jul 1880

Marion
Johnston

b. 1803
d. 9 Feb 1900
m. 14 Jan 1834

Peter
John
Anderson

b. 24 Jul 1864
d. 16 Mar 1925

John
Short

Sarah
Short

b. 23 May 1843
d. 2 Apr 1923
m. 17 Sep 1863

b. 21 Dec 1819
d. 25 Jul 1896

Hannah
Wren

b. 29 Apr 1821
d. 13 Nov 1905
m. Nov 1838

James
Anderson

James
Anderson

b. 5 Feb 1765
d. 26 Feb 1847

Grizel
Aitchison

Patrick
(Peter)
Anderson

Deceased

b. 4 May 1729
Deceased

Margaret
Traile

Alison
Lugton

m. 30 May 1752

b. 14 Jul 1770
d. 25 Apr 1837
m. 14 Jan 1804

William
Short

Richard
Wren

Sarah

Produced by Family Tree Builder, copyright © 2005-2009 M yHeritage Ltd.

Ancestors of Beatrice Ellen Mudge

William Mudge
b. 23 Mar 1816
d. 15 May 1902

William Mudge
b. 25 Sep 1841
d. 23 Jun 1916

Susanna Lear
b. 5 Feb 1815
d. 2 Apr 1859
m. 8 Mar 1837

Beatrice Ellen
Mudge
b. 8 Apr 1868
d. 10 Jan 1952

Thomas Goss
b. 4 Mar 1810
d. 6 May 1890

Maria Laurie
Goss
b. 25 Feb 1844
d. 17 Dec 1923
m. 13 Apr 1865

Mary Ann Elliot
b. 1813
d. 15 Mar 1891

John Mudge
b. 1742
d. 31 Oct 1824

John Mudge
b. 1764
d. 22 Sep 1837

John Mudge

Zachariah
Mudge

b. 1720
d. 1781

b. 1694
d. 2 Apr 1769

Margaret
Bullteel
d. 1781

Elizabeth
Henley
Richard
Henley

b. 1 Dec 1743
Deceased
m. 9 Jan 1766

Thomas Leare
Sarah Searle
b. 1774
d. 23 Nov 1835
m. 19 Dec 1793

John Lear

Mary Fox

Benjamin
Leare
b. 1685
Deceased

b. 16 Sep 1725
d. 23 Mar 1788

Christian
Smerdon

Johanna
Bowden
b. 1685
Deceased

b. 1725
Deceased

Henry Chown
b. 1764
d. 30 Dec 1826

William Chown

Grace Chown

b. 21 Dec 1741
d. 9 Mar 1804

Charles
Chown
b. Jan 1648

b. Mar 1702
d. Oct 1770

Ann Cookney

Joan Northcott
m. 9 Apr 1683

b. 17 Oct 1771
d. 24 Sep 1835

Isaac Goss

Susannah
Dyer
b. 30 Nov 1741
d. 1 Nov 1795
m. 23 Apr 1764

b. 1704
d. Feb 1775
m. 16 May 1727

Matthias Dyer
b. 26 Sep 1704

Grace Smith
Thomas Hext
b. 1709

Mary Hext

John Hext

b. 1748
Deceased

Joan

Quintin Hext

b. Jan 1676
d. 1754

b. 16 Jun 1706
d. 1767

Blanche

Deceased

John Savery
Elliot
Jeffrey Elliot
Jane
Blatchford

Jane

Brenda Moore
b. 1708
Deceased

b. 1678
d. 1765

Michael
Chown
b. 1550
d. 1612

William Chown

George
Chown
b. 13 Dec 1613
d. 1709

John Adames

b. 1580
Deceased

Tamsen
Adames
Katheryne
Richards

b. 1550
m. 21 Jul 1569

b. 1590
m. 1 May 1609

Hellen
b. 1630
m. 1646

John Hext

Quintin Hext
b. 1644
d. 1712

b. 1615
d. 1674

Richward
Hammett
Cleest
b. 1617
d. 1660

Elinor
Bannicke
b. 1645
d. 1712
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Joan Hill

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
1. Peter

John Anderson

m. 10 Oct 1888 Beatrice

2. Leslie
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b. 24 Jul 1864 - d. 16 Mar 1925

Ellen Mudge

Mervyn Anderson

m. 31 Aug 1915 Emily

3. Max

Martin

Anderson

m. 8 Jan 1945 Olive

b. 8 Apr 1868 - d. 10 Jan 1952

b. 1 Jul 1889 - d. 3 Jul 1964

b. 10 Jul 1898 - d. 14 Feb 1981

b. 30 Jul 1920

Lillian Fuller

4. Lynette

Anderson

m. 6 Jan 1968 David

5. Angela

b. 8 Jun 1920 - d. 11 Jan 2009

b. 6 Nov 1946

Kerry Davis

b. 18 Dec 1941

Lynne Davis

b. 9 Oct 1969

m. 11 Apr 1992 Robert
6. Daniel

b. 7 May 1969

Karl Jacob

6. Lachlan
5. Pauline

Jacob

David Jacob

Gaye Davis

m. 5 Oct 1996 Anthony

James Sinn

James Sinn

6. Ethan

Davis Sinn

Miles Sinn

6. Ashton

b. 18 Jun 1998

b. 1 Oct 1971

6. Caleb

6. Luke

b. 24 Aug 1996

b. 20 Apr 1974

b. 23 Aug 2000
b. 6 Jul 2002

b. 29 Jun 2004

Charlie Sinn

b. 2 Apr 2006

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
4. Kym
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Anderson

b. 26 Feb 1950

m. 12 Jan 1974 Bronwyn
5. Kirsty
5. Peta

Margaret Nankivell

Jane Anderson

Kim Anderson

m. 30 Nov 2002 Simon
5. Phillipa

4. Glenn

3. Esme

June Anderson

4. Dianne

m. Daryle
4. Janne

b. 7 Sep 1980

b. 30 Jan 1982

Matthew Raimondo

b. 19 Jun 1952

b. 2 Oct 1929

Cecil Shipway

June Shipway

m. Oct 1973 David

b. 21 Jul 1979

Clare Anderson

Bryce Anderson

m. 22 Dec 1951 Allan

b. 28 Jul 1977

Marshman

m. 24 Apr 2004 Nicholas

b. 13 Apr 1951

b. 3 Apr 1928

b. 27 Jul 1953

McKechan Dunlop

Roberts

Mignon Shipway

m. 8 Mar 1975 Kee

Heng (Stephen) Mok

5. Justin

5. Lani

b. 9 Dec 1955

Wade Mok

Supporn Mok

b. 18 Nov 1951

b. 8 Mar 1981

b. 24 Jun 1985

b. 24 Sep 1978

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson

4. Randal
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Heithersay Shipway

m. 18 Sep 1993 Debra

3. Ian

Anderson

Kaye Parker

Joyce Hart

b. 14 Apr 1938

Ruth Anderson

b. 20 Oct 1959

m. 29 Dec 1986 Kenneth
5. Ashton

Ian McAllan

5. Evangeline
4. Kerryn

Robert McAllan

Kenneth McAllan

5. Campbell

4. Ralph

b. 3 Nov 1961

b. 21 Jan 1931 - d. 8 Dec 2008

m. 22 Nov 1958 Daphne

4. Marie

b. 19 Jul 1967

Ian Anderson

m. 6 Dec 1986 Carolyn
5. Kate

b. 23 Nov 1988

b. 3 Mar 1991

Marie McAllan

Joyce Anderson

b. 6 Nov 1965

b. 16 Dec 1966

Alexandra Anderson

5. Lauren
5. Angus

b. 26 Jun 1990

Nicole Anderson

Grace Anderson
Anderson

5. Mitchell

b. 15 Dec 1994

b. 29 Jun 1962 - d. 20 Jun 1963

Louise Taylor

5. Madeleine

b. 21 Dec 1960

b. 10 Nov 1992

b. 4 Jul 1995

b. 30 Jun 1998 - d. 30 Jun 1998

Ian Anderson

b. 29 Jul 1999

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
4. Kym
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Leslie Anderson

m. 20 Feb 1994 Tracey
5. Lachlan
5. Lucy

Christine Roberts

Ian Anderson

m. 15 Mar 2003 Paul

Jane Finnie

m. 25 Apr 2009 Bradley
5. Charlie
3. Barry

Anderson

m. 31 Dec 1960 Betty

4. Kerry

b. 25 Jan 2001
b. 30 Mar 1970

Mikayla James

b. 29 Feb 2008

b. 6 Jan 1933

Maureen Simon

Dale Anderson

5. Claire

b. 24 Nov 1936

b. 24 Dec 1961

John Phillips

Betty Phillips

5. Elizabeth

b. 8 Feb 1991

b. 12 Jan 1964 - d. 13 Jan 1964

Kaye Anderson

m. 22 Dec 1991 Glenn

b. 2 Aug 1959

b. 8 Dec 1988

Anne Phillips

Paul Anderson

4. Sharon

b. 21 Mar 1972

Scott James

m. 12 Sep 1981 Neville

4. Byron

b. 4 Apr 1968

b. 8 Dec 1972

David Finnie

5. Aleisha

b. 12 Jun 2001

Amy Patten

Kerryn Anderson

b. 23 Dec 1970

b. 30 Oct 1997

Marie Anderson

m. 28 Mar 2009 Sharon
4. Linda

b. 7 Feb 1969

b. 30 Mar 1965

Daryl Moore

b. 8 Nov 1962 - d. 7 Jul 2002

5. Emily

Jayne Moore

5. Blake

Alexander Moore

b. 10 Aug 1995
b. 21 Mar 1998

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
2. Roy

Anderson

m. 3 Jan 1916 Clarice

3. Moira
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b. 30 Dec 1892 - d. 14 Jun 1978

Minnie Vanstone

Joyce Anderson

m. 9 Sep 1944 Leslie

4. Sandra

b. 2 Feb 1917 - d. 1 Feb 1986

Kirk Douglas

5. Teena

Luke Henkel

b. 2 Jan 1981

b. 1 Oct 1957

b. 1 Oct 1967

Kay Anderson

5. Felicia

b. 6 May 1999

b. 14 Sep 1918

Mettrem Hilaire

m. 4 Nov 1964 Barry

b. 15 Aug 1997

Robert Douglas

Edgar Anderson

4. Rhonda

b. 4 Nov 1983

William Douglas

5. Lachlan

m. 27 Mar 1943 Nona

b. 24 Feb 1953

Dodd

Surtees

5. Mark

3. Kelvin

Paul Henkel

Wayne Douglas

m. Adele

b. 20 Sep 1946

b. 15 Nov 1954

Leigh Henkel

m. Darren
5. Daniel

b. 11 Sep 1945

John Bradberry

Jewel Douglas

m. 20 May 1978 Robert

4. Mark

b. 3 Jul 1895 - d. 29 Nov 1987

Beverley Douglas

m. 17 Sep 1966 Michael
4. Glenda

b. 1 Sep 1893 - d. 15 May 1976

b. 23 Nov 1919 - d. 21 Jul 2006

b. 14 Nov 1944

John Griffiths
Jane Griffiths

m. 5 Nov 1989 David

b. 15 Jul 1937 - d. 25 Mar 1993
b. 28 Aug 1967

John Alwin

b. 23 Nov 1962

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
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6. Rhianna
6. Emily

Jessie Alwin

Jane Alwin

6. Madison
5. Katrina

Georgina Alwin

m. 9 Aug 1997 Michael

m. 2 Apr 1983 Winthrop

McHale Trotter

5. Elissa

4. Narelle

m. 18 Jan 1974 Michael
m. 26 Mar 1977 Elma

4. Nigel

Rory Kirk

m. Jacqueline

b. 9 Mar 1981
b. 5 Aug 1986

b. 2 Jul 1953

Hartley Kennedy

Hazel Anderson

Kirk

b. 8 Apr 1952

b. 22 Aug 1979

Kerry Wilson

Alice Spozetta

m. 3 Mar 1951 Campbell

b. 17 Dec 1951

Lindsay Wilson

Kerry Anderson

b. 5 Apr 2002

b. 7 Mar 1938

Lindsay Wilson

5. Jacqueline

3. Gwenoth

Larson Weed

Kay Wilson

5. Mitchell

b. 6 Jan 1966

Elizabeth (Andie) Trotter

Wendy Anderson

m. 24 Oct 1975 Robert

b. 23 Jun 1997

b. 1 Dec 1970

McHale Trotter

6. Anderson

4. Karen

b. 18 Jan 1995

Elizabeth Griffiths

6. Michael

b. 15 Nov 1992

b. 16 Jul 1952

b. 18 Jan 1929

b. 9 Jul 1924

b. 17 Mar 1926 - d. 11 Jun 1991
b. 6 Feb 1954

Patrice Howarth

b. 10 May 1961

b. 20 Aug 2004

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
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5. Roy

Dylan Kirk

5. Joss

4. Fiona

b. 24 Oct 1992

Campbell Kirk

Mary Kirk

b. 16 May 1994

b. 17 Oct 1956

m. 17 Jan 2003 Michael

Henry Collis

m. 1 Jan 1976 Geoffrey

Edward Furner

5. Melanie

Crystal Furner

b. 12 Mar 1950
b. 2 Feb 1953

b. 2 Aug 1976

m. (Unknown)

3. Roland

6. Daniel

Jason Furner

6. Jamie

Dylan Furner

6. Allyce

Margaret Furner

John Anderson

m. 29 Aug 1953 Marie

b. 16 Aug 1993

b. 21 Apr 1997

b. 7 Mar 1926

Kathleen Bishop

b. 27 Sep 1930

b. 16 Feb 2000

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
4. Vicki
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Maree Anderson

b. 10 Aug 1957

m. 1 Apr 1977 Warren

Bruce Edwards

b. 11 Sep 1956

5. Terance

James Edwards

b. 18 Mar 1982

m. Sherree

Ann Pacham

6. Fyair

Maree Edwards

6. Bowie

5. Kathleen
4. Susan

5. Levi

b. 31 May 1960

5. Darcie

b. 18 Dec 1963

Mary Arnott

Lee Anderson

5. Gemma

b. 21 Feb 1979 - d. 19 Apr 1980

b. 6 May 1986

Roland Anderson

m. 5 May 1995 Pauline

b. 30 Aug 1985

b. 15 May 1959

Kathleen Anderson

Magill

b. 5 May 2002

b. 12 Mar 2009

Jessica Edwards

Scott Magill

5. Halie

4. Glenn

Edwards

Mary Anderson

m. Michael

b. 21 Jun 1979

b. 30 Sep 1969
b. 8 Jul 1996

Rose Anderson

b. 19 Sep 1997

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
3. Bernard
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Earle Anderson

m. 28 May 1955 Mary

4. Peter

Eileen Pitt

b. 18 Dec 1933

John Anderson

m. Bronwyn

b. 6 Jan 1956

Lesley Cohen

5. Sean
4. David

b. 11 Jan 1929 - d. 8 Sep 1989

b. 15 Jun 1956

Johnathon Anderson

Kenneth Anderson

m. 28 Jun 1981 Ramona
5. Micheal
m. Corrie

b. 9 Apr 1957

Tamara Baetz

b. 11 Feb 1961

Jeremy Anderson

b. 5 Dec 1979

Harris

6. Sarsha
5. Jamie

b. 7 Aug 1990

Pearl Anderson

Mathew Anderson

m. 6 Jan 2006 Rebecca

6. Charlotte

5. Timothy

5. Matthew

b. 9 Apr 1981

Adamson

Anderson

Simon Anderson

5. Samantha

b. 17 Jun 2009

Lee Anderson

Luke Anderson

b. 6 Jun 2008

b. 15 Feb 1984
b. 31 Aug 1987

b. 1 Aug 1989

5. Nicole

Maree Anderson

5. Jacob

Christopher Anderson

b. 7 Sep 1994

b. 29 Jul 1997

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
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5. Sophie

4. Lynette

Jayne Anderson

Mary Anderson

m. 14 Feb 1981 Heynric

b. 14 May 1959

Royaert Zaadstra

5. Rebecca

Amy Zaadstra

m. Matthew

Peter Williamson

6. Letitia
5. Adrien

4. Jennifer

Adam Zaadstra

m. Scott

6. Tyson

Jay Smith

b. 18 Jun 1960

May Main

m. 20 Jan 2001 Justin
6. Alexis

b. 29 Dec 1954

b. 17 Oct 1981

Robert Lunnay

Tayla Lunnay

6. Zackery

b. 10 Jun 2005

b. 19 May 1983

John McCormack

5. Catherine

b. 29 Mar 2002 - d. 12 Nov 2002

b. 9 Jun 2004

Jalen Smith

Kaye Anderson

5. Heather

b. 28 Aug 2000

John Smith

Mary Hamlyn

m. 20 Jun 1981 David

m. 19 Jan 1927 Winnifred

b. 23 Nov 1981

Jarod Smith

6. Michael

William Anderson

b. 17 Sep 1956

Smith

6. Christopher

4. Sharon

b. 10 Dec 1987

b. 14 May 1959

Jane Hamlyn

6. Dominic

5. Helen

b. 4 Jul 2005

b. 2 Oct 1984

Kenneth Hamlyn

5. Amanda

b. 20 Jun 1975

Rose Williamson

Mary Anderson

m. 14 Oct 1978 John

b. 22 Apr 1956

b. 19 Feb 1983

Samuel Zaadstra

5. Joshua

2. Gordon

b. 11 Jul 2003

b. 30 Jul 2003

James Lunnay

Marie Main

b. 17 Oct 2004

b. 10 Jul 1983

b. 20 Apr 1894 - d. 19 May 1971

Lillian Madelin

b. 19 Nov 1905 - d. 20 Nov 1976

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
3. Eric
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Alfred Anderson

m. 12 May 1956 Margaret

4. David

b. 1 Jun 1928

Lavender Rose

William Anderson

m. 21 Feb 1998 Rosanna

4. Fiona

Margaret Anderson

5. Kieran

5. Ethan

4. Paul

b. 13 Mar 1964

Foster

m. 30 Sep 1995 Johnston

b. 16 May 1959

b. 29 Jan 1965

Parkinson

b. 12 Nov 1961

James Parkinson

b. 23 Sep 2000

Alexander Parkinson

James Anderson

m. 23 Oct 1993 Carolyn
m. 31 Jul 1999 Melissa

5. Liam

b. 6 Jul 1929 - d. 5 Jul 2006

b. 5 Jul 2005

b. 28 Aug 1968

Lee Dews

Haddon

b. 29 Oct 1969

b. 22 Nov 1968

James Anderson

b. 16 May 2002

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
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5. Chelsea

3. Jean

Rose Anderson

Madelin Anderson

m. 6 Nov 1965 Kenneth

4. Ronald

William Bunter

Lincoln

5. Madeleine
5. Hannah

b. 2 Dec 1966

b. 23 Sep 1966

Bethany Bunter

m. 28 Sep 1996 Amanda

b. 14 Nov 1992

b. 28 Sep 1994

Isobel Bunter

John Bunter

5. Chloe

b. 25 Nov 1923 - d. 2 Feb 1979

Emily Bunter

5. Rebekah
4. Bruce

b. 15 Jan 1933 - d. 22 Nov 1988

Stanley Bunter

m. 7 Oct 1989 Amber

b. 21 Jun 2005

b. 18 Oct 1996

b. 30 May 1968

Louise Tapp

Jean Bunter

b. 4 Aug 1970

b. 18 Sep 1999

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
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5. Emma

5. John

4. Neil

Grace Bunter

William David Bunter

Andrew Bunter

m. 3 May 2008 Christina

5. William

2. Albert

Edgar Anderson

m. 9 May 1919 Elsie

3. Alan

Ivy Amos

b. 10 Aug 2003

b. 8 Nov 1970

Whiteley

b. 4 Oct 1973

Frederick Bunter

b. 8 Jul 2009

b. 6 Mar 1896 - d. 9 Apr 1968

b. 19 Jan 1898 - d. 21 Jul 1990

John Anderson

m. 24 Sep 1954 Maureen

4. Sarah

b. 20 Sep 2001

b. 23 Jun 1925

Grace Ashcroft

Grace Anderson

b. 29 Nov 1931

b. 4 Jan 1955

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
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m. 16 Dec 1978 Christopher

5. Joanna

5. Alys

4. Jeremy

Grace Bult

Irene Bult

5. Henry

5. James

Henderson

5. Katherine
5. Imogen

b. 13 Jun 1960

Constance Iris Silby

Romane Millington

Ruth Anderson

b. 30 Jul 1964

Lindsey Downer

5. Oskar

Jay Downer

5. Flynn

Xavier Downer

b. 27 Jun 1954

b. 13 Oct 2002
b. 22 Oct 2006

b. 16 Aug 1929 - d. 21 Sep 2009

George Batchelor

4. Rosalind

b. 21 Jan 1964

b. 16 Aug 1994

b. 4 Nov 1996

m. 19 Dec 1953 Peter

b. 16 Aug 1992

b. 21 Jan 1963

Anderson

Margaret Anderson

b. 23 Dec 1982

b. 19 Jan 1991

James Anderson

m. 7 Jul 2000 Philip

3. Ruth

John Silby

Jane Silby

m. 16 Jun 1990 Michelle

4. Clare

b. 16 Dec 1980

b. 8 Jan 1960

James Anderson

5. Joel

b. 19 Jun 1979

Elizabeth Anderson

m. 18 Oct 1986 Lawrence

5. Isaac

b. 10 May 1956

Jeremy Anderson

Ann Anderson

Batchelor

b. 10 Jul 1986

b. 17 Jul 1956

Brendon Anderson

5. Kirsten
4. Elizabeth

b. 28 Sep 1981

b. 15 Sep 1983

Norman Anderson

5. Peter

b. 4 Aug 1945

Jonathan David (Jonathan) Bult

m. 24 Sep 1977 Anne

4. Duncan

Henry Bult

b. 26 Oct 1926

b. 15 Nov 1955

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
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m. Jun 1997 Jeffrey
4. Gideon

Dixon

Batchelor

b. 15 Jun 1950

b. 25 Feb 1959

m. 1982 Pat b. 6 May 1965
5. Tobias

Nicholas John (Toby) Bachelor

5. Evelyn

Ann Morgan (Evie) Bachelor

5. Jacob
5. Joel

b. 3 Oct 1995

m. 15 Sep 2008 Claire
3. Norman

Chamings Anderson

m. 28 Mar 1959 Margaret
4. Judith

Shirtcliffe

5. Megan
5. Amy

Sarah Massey

John Anderson
Mbuzi

b. 6 Aug 1960

b. 20 Apr 1962

b. 26 Apr 1966
b. 9 Apr 1999
b. 12 Jun 2001

b. 2 Jun 1967

b. 31 Oct 1956

5. Timothy

Anderson

b. 16 Nov 1988

5. Donnika

Anderson

b. 10 Jan 1994

m. 24 Jun 1989 Anthea

4. Naomi

Margaret Reddick

Jane Anderson

John Anderson

m. 19 Mar 1924 Marjory

Massey

Ruth Massey

m. 15 Jul 1989 Risha

2. Stuart

b. 4 May 1929

Elizabeth Anderson

m. 7 Jun 1997 Zebedee

4. Bruce

b. 9 Dec 1934

Louise (Judy) Anderson

4. Heather

b. 16 Apr 1992

Andrew James (Jake) Bachelor

Samuel Paul Bachelor

b. 21 May 1949

b. 4 Nov 1990

b. 26 Jul 1898 - d. 16 Mar 1984

Emily Martin

b. 21 Feb 1901 - d. 16 Jan 1982

b. 30 May 1987

b. 26 Sep 1993

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
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3. John

Anderson

b. 1926 - d. 1926

3. Betty

Anderson

b. 12 Aug 1928

m. 8 Oct 1949 David

Wood Dickins

b. 1 May 1925 - d. 19 Feb 2008

4. Ronald

David Dickins

b. 9 Jul 1952

4. Judith

Dorothea Dickins

m. 10 Sep 1977 James

5. Leanne

b. 29 Mar 1954

McQualter

b. 21 Sep 1945

Kim McQualter

b. 3 Mar 1981

m. Chris

(Tex) Blomeley

5. Elissa

Margaret McQualter

m. Joel

Bilney

5. Jayne

4. Lindsay

b. 14 Jan 1983

Alison McQualter

Stuart Dickins

m. 1 Jun 1977 Cheryl

b. 29 Jan 1986

b. 16 May 1955

Stackpole

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
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m. 30 Apr 1987 Christine

5. David

4. Pamela

Joy Dickins

5. Patrick

5. Vanessa

m. 6 Feb 1950 Leonard

4. Jennifer

b. 3 Sep 1989

b. 3 Dec 1963

Sandral

b. 7 Feb 1959 - d. 25 Oct 2009

Liam Sandral

5. Cameron

Jean Anderson

b. 30 Mar 1954

Anderson Dickins

m. 18 Oct 1986 Michael

3. Ina

Mapleson

b. 4 Nov 1989

Thomas Sandral

b. 6 Feb 1992

Sandral

b. 13 Nov 1929

Raymond Dawson

Margaret Dawson

b. 23 Aug 1922

b. 11 Jul 1953

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
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m. 23 Jan 1976 Lindsay

5. Daniele

5. Sarah

Jane Turner

Jean Turner

m. 2009 Aaron

m. John

William Turner

b. 5 Dec 1949

b. 20 Feb 1979

b. 21 Sep 1981

Cutting

Watzco

4. Steven

John Dawson

m. 2 Dec 1978 Jenny

Jane Bromley

5. Stephanie

5. Julia

b. 13 Jul 1955

b. 12 Jan 1956

Elizabeth Dawson

Claire Dawson

b. 10 Aug 1986

m. 2009 Sharon

4. Andrew

James Dawson

b. 16 Dec 1983

b. 4 Mar 1964

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
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m. Jane

5. Jessica

Dawson

5. Benjamin

3. Ronald

Dawson

Stuart Anderson

m. 1 Jun 1957 Beverley

4. Natalie

b. 14 Feb 1935 - d. 31 Dec 2006

Kay Whiteman

Jane Anderson

m. 21 Jun 1979 Collen

5. Jay

b. 23 Dec 1938

b. 17 Feb 1959

Peter Thurston

b. 22 Dec 1953

Ronald Howard Thurston

m. Lindal

Marie Walker

6. Zaryod

b. 5 Nov 1980

b. 14 Nov 1984

Jay Thurston

b. 22 Feb 2003

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
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6. Mercedes

6. Lori

5. Guy

Paige Thurston

Marie Thurston

Lee Jade Thurston

5. Kyla

Beverly Jean Thurston

4. Susanne

b. 14 Jun 2007

Thomas Peter Thurston

5. Cara

Kay Anderson

m. 27 Aug 1983 Vincent

5. Myee

5. Kasimir

Brent Gregory

Gregory

Gregory

b. 19 Jun 1982

b. 5 May 1984

b. 13 Apr 1994

b. 5 Aug 1960

Jacinta Gregory

5. Boahdan

b. 7 Mar 2006

b. 6 Feb 1958

b. 24 Jul 1988

b. 20 Oct 1990

b. 20 Nov 1992

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
4. Scott
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Ronald Anderson

m. 8 Aug 1984 Adele

Anthea Nye

5. Christopher

5. Damien

5. Benjamin

5. Sebastian

5. Rebecca

Scott Anderson

b. 18 Jan 1985

b. 31 Aug 1986

Alice Caroline Wyborn

Nicholas Anderson

b. 5 Jun 1970

b. 3 Nov 1998

Alexander Anderson

b. 3 Nov 1998

Bridget Celesta Anderson

Jean Anderson

m. 5 Oct 1996 David

b. 26 Dec 1963

Robert Anderson

m. 24 Jan 1998 Bridget

4. Elizabeth

b. 18 May 1962

b. 15 Jan 1964

Andrew Robinson

b. 8 May 1963

b. 4 May 2001

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
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5. Sara

Elizabeth Robinson

5. Alexandra

2. Edna

Beatrice Anderson

2. Maurice
2. Murial

Anderson

Anderson

m. 10 Nov 1966 Jack
2. Ethel

b. 27 Jun 1900 - d. 14 Jul 1901

d. 1 Sep 1974

b. 11 Jul 1905 - d. 15 Aug 1968

Laurie Anderson

3. Beth

b. 21 Feb 1999

b. 3 Sep 1902 - d. 19 Oct 1983

Crawford

m. 8 Jun 1937 George

Jane Robinson

b. 3 Sep 1902 - d. 5 Sep 1902

Irene Anderson

2. Gladys

b. 11 Sep 1997

b. 5 Dec 1907 - d. 9 Nov 1998

Leslie Mudford

Mudford

m. 4 Oct 1987 Arthur

b. 17 Dec 1905 - d. 28 Feb 1964

b. 17 Aug 1938

George Clinton Christophers

m. Herb

Hasenbalg

3. June

Mudford

b. 18 Jun 1940

m. 31 Mar 1973 James

Edgar Thorne

b. 20 Oct 1935

4. Christine

Maree Thorne

b. 28 Aug 1974

b. 11 Jun 1902 - d. 17 Mar 1994

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
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m. 1 Jul 1995 Murray

Scott Halyburton

5. Briony

Kate Halyburton

5. Ashlee

Jai Halyburton

4. Merilyn

June Thorne

m. 25 Apr 1998 Gregory

5. Ayrton

b. 14 Nov 2004

b. 28 Feb 2008

b. 20 Oct 1975

Robert King

Michael King

b. 9 May 1992

5. Caitlynn

Jessica King

5. Harrison

James King

4. Robert

b. 14 Oct 1973

James Thorne

b. 7 May 1999

b. 2 Jun 2005

b. 25 Mar 1979

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
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m. 18 Nov 2000 Kylie

5. Lucy

Anne Shean

Thorne

5. Declan

3. Rhonda

Mudford

m. 25 Nov 1967 Robert

b. 9 Mar 2006

Thorne

b. 16 Mar 2008

b. 16 May 1942

Bruce Whan

4. Catherine

b. 12 Mar 1980

Ann Whan

m. 28 Sep 1991 Simon

5. Thomas

5. Samuel

b. 9 Mar 1940

b. 13 Oct 1968

Reading Moore

b. 20 Jun 1963

Charles Reading Moore

William Reading Moore

5. Jacob

William Reading Moore

5. Sarah

Kate Moore

4. Peter

John Whan

b. 30 Oct 1997

b. 3 Aug 1971

b. 1 Dec 1992

b. 24 May 1994

b. 5 May 1996

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
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m. 3 Jul 1993 Jillian

5. Josef

Gayle Flett

Peter Whan

5. Caitlyn

3. John

Whan

4. Leanne

James Whan

b. 11 Oct 2001

b. 14 Mar 1948

Lorraine Paynter

Tracy Mudford

m. Timothy

b. 19 Nov 1999

b. 11 Jul 1970 - d. 11 Jul 1970

Leslie Mudford

m. 7 Feb 1970 Cheryl

b. 10 Jan 1997

Grace Whan

5. Benjamin

4. Dean

b. 23 Mar 1969

b. 23 Feb 1949

b. 29 Jun 1971

(Toddy) Marshall

5. Mitchell

m. 11 Dec 1993 David

John (Mudford) Presland

Maxwell Presland

b. 9 Nov 1992

b. 21 Jan 1968

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
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5. Mitchell

5. Jayden

John (Mudford) Presland

David Presland

5. Stefanie

m. Matthew

b. 5 Apr 1996

Matthew McSevney

Alan Mudford

m. 22 Sep 2001 Diana-Lee

5. Alyssa

5. Emily

2. Keith

b. 10 Mar 1994

McSevney

5. Riley

4. Rodney

Lee Presland

b. 9 Nov 1992

Alexander Anderson

b. 8 Aug 2007

b. 5 Jan 1974

Newman

Jane Mudford

Jorja Mudford

b. 12 Jun 1979

b. 21 Nov 2002

b. 29 Dec 2005

b. 19 Sep 1909 - d. 8 Apr 1954

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
m. 2 Sep 1936 Myrtle
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Eva Thompson

3. Beverley

b. 14 May 1908 - d. 28 Apr 1990

Ann Anderson

m. 3 Apr 1965 Russell

4. Karen

K Marshman

b. 3 Nov 1943

Ann Marshman

b. 6 Jan 1966

m. 7 Mar 1987 Peter
5. Nikki

Lyndon Barlow

Barlow

5. Adam

5. Emma

Kate Barlow

Carey Marshman

5. Shavorn
5. Michael

5. Bailey

b. 22 Sep 1994

b. 30 Jun 1971

Lee Rose

b. 22 Aug 1969

Marshman

b. 19 Jan 1994

Joyce Goodes

b. 27 Mar 1973

b. 6 Dec 2000

Sonia Marshman

5. Stephanie

Ann Marshman

Russell Marshman

m. 5 Feb 1994 Samantha

b. 6 Mar 1999

b. 30 Jun 1971

Justin Marshman

5. Jessica

b. 20 Nov 1995

Taylor Marshman

Keith Marshman

m. 11 Mar 1995 Sonya

b. 10 May 1991 - d. 18 Apr 2004

b. 26 Feb 1993

David Marshman

5. Rebecca

4. Trent

b. 26 Feb 1990 - d. 26 Feb 1990

Peter Barlow

m. 27 Feb 1993 Sharyn

4. Justin

b. 8 Mar 1962

Russel (Arbs) Barlow

5. Matthew

4. Duane

b. 26 Dec 1943

b. 29 Jan 2003

b. 15 Feb 2006

b. 30 Jun 1971

Swarbrick

b. 22 Mar 1969

Descendants of:
Peter John Anderson
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5. Brooke
5. Hayley
4. Michelle

Kerry Marshman

Samantha Marshman

Lee-Ann Marshman

m. 4 Mar 1989 Peter
5. Aaron

b. 3 Aug 1998

b. 13 Oct 1968

John Williams

Peter Williams

b. 6 Jun 2003

b. 9 Jun 1965
b. 11 May 1991

5. Luke

Michael Williams

5. Carly

Michelle Williams

b. 13 Feb 1994
b. 10 Jan 1998

Additional Information
http://anderson.sacada.net
scott.anderson@sacada.com.au
cjmudford@bigpond.com

